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Beloved, believe not every Spirit, hut try the 
Spirits whether they are of God : becauſe many 
falſe Prophets are gone out into the World, 
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0 hg ae! food 4 Sperl tor of the 
Woiſe and F-Bafthe of the Alterations pro 
wy = con, that haue been made about the Pro- 
phe." IP) uſually 22 far granted, that ſftanders 
fe "more o the ame, _ thoſe” that pl 
If the G fad On old true in play. *ris eb 
r h to ftand "F004 in 4 25 babble, where 
Mens pager Paſſi Hons, and karnt landes, are 
apt to raiſe ſuch 4 4 df, which rather conceals truth, 
tha bringy ber to the Light. M a charviing 
oe bas Hen loft this way; till time and a better Tem- 
per has re Nen, Her from Her Ohl. ſecurity. I won d 
by 1p' Means be thorght in the leaſt to K the 
renerous attempts of uch who hab Pagen Ah k 
ſelves in the quarrel, to r 7 Truth out of the 
Hangs 75 ſome hold Pretendtrs: Bur / muſt 'own 
I am of the Opinion; that if theſe Men had been 
treated with, ne 15 "hey had ſooner been difcou- 
raged, ttt oſſbly bed long ſince ſic ten 77 the Pip, 


al de bf the Fallen,. Error oppoſed, Rallies all 
ber Forces 10 wear the 1 7 1 45 thinking 
Her ſelf 7 very conſt while to ſtand 


rable; but lefi 
alone without Oppoſition, "fre ft ks by her own 
\ ay Weght, 85 Juul, igto Her primitive no- 
me . 
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iv The Preface. 


Some good 1 hope has been done, by what lu 
been written, to keep ſome Honeft Hearts, that 
have been wavering, mort ſteady 5 and that it | 
very pleaſing Confideration-to alt that have engag- 
ed in the Controverſy, with ſo good a defyn, 
But the Touch'd, as they Met to phraſe it, hay 
grown more fierce by Oppoſition. The Queſtion the 
1, think is gery natural: engage in ibi 
brgil, at the Fag. #hd of the; Day, when, all ſeen 
Ja near « Cuucluſm I anſwter.\ . 
Nothing, I think, cou'd be ſuch a Provocatin 
ta me. to break- ſilence, as the Pride and Inſolenc 
of Inte M Who, after, all the revional 4 
Luments. Men cou d give him, and the many bright 
Teſtimonials to convince him, of his, Error, B. 
vine provi dence vouthſafed 20 Hard him, onh 


* . * * 


grows the more refractory and Caſe hardened. 
T hope 1 bavt treated this Gentleman according 1 
bis Quality, however I'm ſure I have, ſuitably ic hi 
Aalification.: We have an ordinary ſaying ; d 
are Fellows at Foot-ball : The moſt. ruſtick, obſam 
Plebeian, thinks he hat 4s good @ right to a lich 
when the Ball comes in his way, as a Knight u 
Gentleman; and he that kicks and uſes. foul fig 
muſt eæpect to be lich d gain, let him be who | 
Will. uur unt 63 | OTA \ ; & ; 
But to dwell no longer on, this ruff Diverſuh 
nor the Occaſion that made te mention it, let u 
beſpeak the Readers Lenity and Candour, . if 
meet with - ſome Paſſages in the following Pa! 
' ſeemingly lend and diſagreceble 10 tht e- 
Gentleman. I abhor Rudencſs, as much as J in 
Juſtice ;, but if any think what I have ſaid « 
where, has that ſemblance , I intreat them to bt 
but alittle patience, and ſuſpend their cenſure. | 
the Month of May be over; for then all true Lov 
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The Preface. v 
of (God, hig Truth and Honour, Im confident, will 
tink I have not ſeid balf enongb. Is juſtly, 1 know, 
accounted a piece of Vanity, to ſing an Epinicion 
before the Victory; or be. too confident of ſucceſs, 
before 4 Trial be over :\ But the prejent caſe flands 
wt upom this tic iliſu bottom. The Trial is fairly 
ger in the Judgment of moſt intelligent Perſons, 
and the Cauſe utterly . loſt ;, only the incorrigible 
confidence of ſome Men will not yield it, hut a7 ainſt 
the Common Senſe of Mankind, they ſtill obſtinately 
maintain the Deluſion. © 15 

The Gentleman I have to deal with, has high- 
ly .affronted, and inſolently treated, the beſt Friend 
I have in the Wild, even the ever Bleſſed God; 
ard both wantonly and ſcurrilouſly handled Di- 
vine and Holy Things; This charge and a great 
deal more, I hope to male good, by the help of 
God, before I have done with him. This alone 1 
think is enough to work up a Chriſtian's Reſent- 
ments into a Holy Indignation : But there are 
many other Circumſtances that will occur in due 
Place, to aggravate the matter. | 

I have endeavour'd to give him Reaſons and 
Argument for mhat I ſay ;, and have interſperſed 
ſome jocular Expreſſions, with more Serious Conſi- 
derations : How agreeable ſuch a miſcellany may 
be to ſome grave Tempers, 1 know not, but 1 
hope my deſeen was good in it, which may apo- 


_ ſomewhat for that liberty I ſometimes 
x | hi 


| It's allowable for a Man to be Facetions, 4s 
vel 45 Serious and Argumentative; Variety mates 
every thing pleaſant. No Man deſires to make 4 
meal upon ſauce ;, yet moſt People, I think, love 4 
tele with their Meat, PEN HIRED 
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1 The Prefare v 
Me has veutur d meſt drimgly tb tale dim 
the Honour of Gb and rede Religion, to un- 
tuin the Reputation and Akthority ef "Cami. 
riſm : Am bur put tbem lupon o equal a foit, 
that if what he advuntet to ſupport whe" chuſe 
the latter ail, rbe Aub of ih Wmf e. 
not hut ſuffer, in the Opimios ef all, thut put the 
_ confidence in rhe Air hol of his Me giivztnt, 


F 


proceedure las ſtr the, Tribe of Atheiſts, 
Deifts, &c..\wpor the giggle To fee one thut "Waronte 
4 Worſhipper in God's Temple, turn an Thcentis 
ary, and clap Firè to it with his on Hinds, to ſet 
ip 4 New Cry, and huhu ur the Humer. H: 
that has put him vn this Drulgrry, will no doubt, 
firſt or laſt, pay him his Mages: But in the mem 
while Scepricks fotd their arms to veſt, at repu- 
ting their work more than halfdone, when the bottm 
of this Myſtery of Iniquity fhmll be fully turn d up. 
Did I not preſume to mute this charge goul, 
in the enſuing Papers, I ſbomd not here accoft him 
in theſe fevere Terms. The ſtrunge confidence of thi 
Author, has I confeſs ituickewd my Reſent ment, 
hot . out of the leaſt perſonal quarrel, (I having 
no acqumntante with him) but, I hope, ont of. pure 
concern for thut which ſhowd be Hearty to mt 
rhan my Life. And I hope uil that lay that con- 
tern Serlouſiy to Heurr und reſtect upon tht 
rugg id haughry'treatntent"th?s Nur hor has made uſt 
of towards mary, will word me fome Grains of 
allowance, and ſoften their Opinion of ſome Ex- 
preſſuons. I have quoted him ſuirly, and reſerr'd to 
bis own Words diſtindtiy; and have no where wil- 
lingiy wreſtea his meuning. e 
- I'nuft defire ſuch as would form a\tÞue Tudg* 
ment of what I drive at here, to read the whole 5. 
ver entirely, before he preſume to ſpend his Verdict: 
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The Preface: vii 
ty tomardithe latter end, he may ſee juſter Reas 
r 3 

Some may think I have ſtuck too long in the 
Porch; that I have offer d too little Argument, 
ard too much Raillery : Theſe and many other Im- 
paations, I'm very ſenſible, Im Obnoxious to; 1 
therefore mention them, and inſinuate the reſt, to 
prevent Miſapprehenſions : I hope I have all along en- 
deavonr'd to give ſome Reaſon for what I ſay; 
ad have expoſed ſome Truths to View that may 
have eſcaped the Cognixanct of "ſome. Solid 
Argument has been offered them without effelt, 
which has but excited their ſcorn. 1f any think it 
worth their while, formally, and more judici- 
ouſly, to anſwer him, let them uſe their Diſlretion. 
He will take nothing for an anſwer, but the failure of 
Dr. Emes his Reſurrettion, much leſs will he 
this, deſugn'd only to anſwer its Title. I have no- 
thing now to add, but in the main to appeal to God for 
my ſincerity, and to Men for Candour and Fuſtice: 
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REFLECTIONS 

RR 

Sir Richard Bulkeley's Anſwer 

Several Treatiſes, 

Late publiſh'd, on the Subject of the 
"" PROPHETS. 


T HE immortal concerns of Mens Souls, 


is a very affecting Subject to ſerious 


and awaken'd Spirits. The Contem- 


plations of eternal Bliſs, or Miſery, ſwallow 
up a Man's Thoughts, and ſurprize him with 
Wonder and Amazement, and if much dwelt 
upon, cannot fail to breed a mighty concern 
for himſelf and others. While ſuch a temper 
laſts, how little and like nothing, do the 
greateſt Things of Time appear, if compared 
with theſe exceeding weighty Matters ! But, 
alas, few think enough of them to affect their 
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| (uo) 
Hearts, fo as to get, or retain a ſolemn Fram Wi 
of Spirit, to reinforce their Faith, and in- 

_vigorate their Prattice. ____  _._  _ 

Too many run into Sapleſs Notions and In 

Speculations, and needleſs Controverſies, which {Wi 
inflame their Brains, but chill their: Herts; 

that fill them with a heady, furidus Zeal for Wt 

Trifles and things ineſſential to the Vitals of Wb 

Religion, but leave their Afſections quite fro. Wt 

zen up to real Acts of Piety and Devotion. 

If the grand Enemyof Mankind candet chan 

a quarrelling in the way to Heaven, he Kkitows lt 
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he ſhall ſtop all ſome time, that engage in the 
Fray, and make many finally drop ſhort of 
home. Wit and Parts, if devoted to the Ser- 
vice of. the SanQuary, are glorious Talents; 
but wo to the Man that pervefts them, that 
makes them panders to the luſt of Pride and 
Ambition, or any narrow ſelfiſh Deſigns : ſuch 
may frolick 'it-a while, and ſport .themſclves 
In the Light of vain Glory, 4 Moths do about 
If a Candle, till. they inge tneir Wings, and fall 
=_ * — to a hand that will be ſure to cruſh 
| them. F 0.4 EI 
The Day, I doubt not, is coming, when Spe- 
culative, litigious Humoriſts, . ſhall dearly re- 
pent of their Extravigancies, and be fully con- 
vinced, that he that loſeth his Soul is the great. 
eſt Fool; though he once hugg d and applandel 
_ himſelf, and was, careſs'd, and idoliz d, as. 4 
None- ſuch, by the World. Almighty; God, 
whoſe nature is Love, Goodneſs, and Compal- 
ſion, has accommodated himſelf to the. nieaneſt 
Capacities of his Creatures, and has -intaild 
his Bleſſing not on the greateſt; Knowers, but 
the ſtrongeſt Believers; and the beſt Doers of 


(1) 

bis Holy Will: the ſaving Points of Faith and 

duty, he has made fo plain and eaſy, that 

Men generally more ſtand in need of honeſt 

gearts and willing Minds, than better Intelle- 

= | $5 | 

The ſacred Oracles preſcribe us clear Rules 
to govern our Faith and Obedience, which none 
hit Atheiſts and Deiſts dare deny: but ſome 
that pretend great Deference for them, ſeem 

wary of the good old way, and are ever and 
mon contriving a ſhorter Cut to Heaven. He 
that keeps the beaten Road, tho” it ſeem about, 
b likely to come to his Journey's End more 
ſoon and eafily, than he that forceth his way 
orer Hedge and 'Ditch, and has no known 
path to direct his Courſe, but what his fond 
Concerts and preſumption ſuggeſt. It's true, 
the/hew Pretenders ſeem to cry up the Scrip- 
tures, and derive the Authority of their new 
Diſpenſation from them; to ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves (earneſt Contenders for the Faith, once 
deliver'd to the Saints: but this is no more than 
what all falſe Prophets and Hereticks have 
done before them, nnleſs they can prove the 
Legality of their Miffion ; how miſerably all 
Attempts of that nature have been baffled, 1 
leave to be determin'd by the impartial Judg- 
ment of all Men, that have taken due Cogni- 
zance of the Affair. | 

I mall not enter into the Diſpute about our 
S$aviour's Reign on Earth; whether it ſhall be 
Perſonal, or in the Power of his Spirit ; whe- 
ther there be any inſpired Perſons in theſe 
latter Ages or not; nor diſcuſs the diſputa- 
ble Points about Prophets, Prophecies, Predi- 
BI ftons, c. more than enough has been faid 
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of theſe things already tolittle purpoſe. Why 
I drive at is to ſhew, that if all controverty 
Points of this nature were granted in fayoy 
of the new Prophets, yet they are not the Men 
that are to uſher in the new Diſpenſation, nd 
conſequently is it ſo near as they pretend: x 
leaſt they give no rational Proof of either, 
to any . judicious, thoughtful Perſon. T 
Preſs has long groan'd under the Weight of 
Prophetick Warnings, and ſighs for Delive 
Tance; Mens Ears have been . continually fill 
with dreadful Denunciations, of horrid and 
ſurprizing Judgments; and moſt People (s 
well they may) ſeem ſurfeited, and quite tired MW 
with the Subject: I ſhall therefore be ver 
brief, and haſten, to the Remarks I intend up 
on the new Appearance of their Hero. 

When the French Prophets firſt broachd 
their Principles here, they began with Predi- 
Qions, relating to the downfal of Pharaoh; 
they long purſued this Scent, till time baſſled, 
and diverted them another way. Then they 
foretold the kind Intentions of the Spirit i 
falling upon ſome Engliſh People, to fill then 
with Prophetick Gifts. Upon this Encourage- 
ment, one big with Expectation, never left 
hoping and deſiring, till he got the Premiſes, 
and fell into violent Agitations. He fortl- 
with commenced Prophet, pretended to diQate 
Inſpirations, and foretel future Events; but 
all iſſued juſt as did their Dreams about Phe 
rah : Some for a time were kept in ſuſpenſe 
and amuſement, till time diſcover'd all was 
foolery and groſs Deluſion. When they found 
this Nail wou'd not drive, they fell to Wonder- 
working; todenounce dreadful Judgments,and 


(13) 


he ork Miracles; and tho? they fail'd in every 


rte nſtance they undertook, yet they have the 
rouronhdence to go on pretending to this Hour: 
Men nd the greateſt Wonder they ever perform'd, ' 


that conſummate Obſt inacy they have con- 
ed, which in the face of all imaginable 
Evidence, ſtill makes them perſiſt in their Fol- 
hy: and when Poſterity ſhall read the whole 
roceſs of the Story, I doubt not, but they'll 
count it little leſs. than a Miracle, that Men 
cou'd be ſo infatuated. | | 


od WF Upon this crazy Foundation, they laid the 
(a mia ſtreſs of all their SuperſtruQure : Judg- 
ed ments and Miracles were the grand Teſtimoni- 
nils they offer'd the World, to evidence the re- 


ality of the new Diſpenſation, to which they 
were to be introductory; and they ſeem'd rea- 
dy to reſt the weight of their Cauſe upon their 
Completion, till they found it fail'd them. 
Then they had recourſe to new Diſtinctions, 
and ſubtil Evaſions, and made craft a ſupple- 
ment to truth. | —_ f 
Whatever Effuſions of his Spirit, God may 
intend the World, the claim theſe Men make 
to them, muſt be falſe. They pretend to 
foretel things to come, and work Miracles, 
by the Power of the Spirit of God: it's de- 
monſtrable then, ſo far as they fail in perfor- 
mances of this kind, ſo far all their Pleas to 
his wonderful Influences are invalidated. And 
if their Caſe be, as I but now repreſented it, none 
MW fure but ſuch as are Prodigal of their own Safe- 
ty, wou'd venture to follow their novel Inven- 
toons, while they have the ſafe and ſure word of 
Cod to walk by? They deny not but that has, 
and {till do's carry many to Heaven; who then 
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0 in his Wits wou'd not prefer Certainty, all co 
| cur to believe ſo, before Uncertainty ; th 
4 . oy giddy Heads will needs ſuppoſe inf 
hy 
| When Mens Principles or Morals come jul 
ly under hard Cenſure, they become a blemikk 
11 to a good Cauſe, and diſgrace even Truth i 
li | ſelf: a wicked ill-natur'd World will he fur 
| to ſtrike at her, with the Weapons ſuch Tra 
tors put into its Hands. When ſuch kind g 
Perſons head any new upſtart Opinion, it's 
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: 
ſignal to all wiſe and good Men to ſtand wu 
| 
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their Guard, and ſuſpect the Cauſe for th; 
fake of ſuch Promoters: for when Novelty 
in Opinions, and the qualifications of ſuch 
Men as appear their Patrons, concur to pine 
Weight to Conſideration, all, Reaſons of Care 
and Jealouſy muſt needs redouble their Force, 
Theſe Conctuſions prejudice not the the Caukſ 
of Truth, nor render her juſtly obnoxious to 
cenſure upon the ſcore of the ill Practices of 
ſome that profeſs her Cauſe-and Intereſt : Suck 
It's true may prove a tumbling Block to weak 
Perſons, and prove an occaſion to ill-diſpoſed 
Perſons to traduce her, and ſhake off her Pro- 
feſſion; but they can't faſten upon her, to her 
real detriment, na more than Burs can faſten 
upon a Looking-glaſs. Alchimy may appar 
like Gold, and counterfeit Coin like good Mo- 

. ney ; yet the difference appears when they are 
brought to the Teſt : and as the Symptoms ot 

_ Knavery appear more ſtrong in any Peices, 
they reject them the faſter; but no Man grows 
fo humourſom as to throw back all, becauſe 
tthere are ſome ſpurious Mixtures. When Men 
.are juſtly taxable with Covetouſneſs and Op- 


—— — 


1 
| 
T6 
* 4 
i 
| 1 q | 
U k * 
uy 
j 4 
: 
£5 
| 
g 
13 
r 
7 
| | 
: 
| 
/ 
ö 
1 
; 
| 


—— 
— = 1 


\ 

1 3 
con preſſion, and are acted plainly by light, unſtea- 
tha ay principles, they can credit no Cauſe, but 
nf cbat's wor ſe than themſelves: where Whim- 
0 1 Scepticiſm. lead the Van, and Rapax and 
jul 


mar bring upf the Rear „ we may give a 
Miß 
hi 


{urs 


* Gentleman of Note has lately drawn his 
Paul in the Quarrel, and ſticks not to write 

hs Name, and Title at length, and pawa his 
Honour, in defence of the pretended Pro- 


ning, muſt be allowed very valuable; much 
tov; good to be facrificed to ſo wretched a 
Cauſe; but he has taken effectual Methods to 
bring his Prudence and Sincerity into Queſti- 


Character the World at firſt gave him, I re- 
puted him 2 Mercury drop'd from the Clouds, 
a little Saint that God had bent and bow'd, 
and ſent into the World for a Token: but it 
ſeems his Heart being ſet upon being made 
Straight, he affects rather to become Deluſion 
at full length, than acquieſce in what God 
wou'd have him be. He long ſince proclaim'd 
an account of ſome wonderful Cures wrought 
upon him, by the Prophets: this he declar'd 
in their Preſence, and that of a great Audito- 
ry of ſome Hundreds of their Friends and 
Followers, the more to conciliate Reverence 
and Reſpect to their Authority. Orders were 


SW pretended to come from the Spirit, that he 


SW fhou'd publiſh a Narrative of theſe miraculous 


Operations to the World. He promis'd to 


omply, and appear in Print, the Defender of 


red gueſs, who commands the main Bo- 


nhets.. His natural Parts, and acquired Lear- 


an. Founding my Opinion of him, upon the 


their Faith, according to the Province aſkgn'd 
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(16 ) 
him by the Spirit, at the . the firſt 
Scene of the new iſpenſation; when he and 
F. were commiſſion'd to oppoſe all An- 
tagoniſts. He trifled and play'd with the Or. 
der, and his own Promiſe for 8 Months, 
till his Admirers expreſs'd their. Complaint 
and Wonder: but ſtill he amus'd — 
with fair Words, and plauſible Pretences for- 
his Delay, and from time to time prevaricated 
till, Clamour and. Importunity, back d with 
terrible T hreats, at length prevaiFd-: he was 
bluntly told, that if e id not! forthwith! 
comply, all his Bleſfings mon 'd be turn'd into 
fearful Judgments : upon this Warning be 
writes Night and Day, and admitted no Vi: 
ſits: he had been conceiving long before, but 
for cunning Reaſons, no doubt, cou'd ne'er- 
perſwaded to bring forth, till under this Al. 
frightment, his Pangs came upon him, he fell 
into Travail, and fo the firſt Part of his learts! 
ed Labours were deliver'd into the World“ 
And no doubt, the luſty Bangs Potter gave him, 


in one of his Exſtatick fits, contributed much 


to facilitate the Delivery. 

If what I have now advanced, be fact, (# 
any that make due enquiry, may find it) the 
Inferences then are plain: either this Gentle- 
man believed thoſe Warnings to come from tlie 
eternal Spirit, as. they. were pretended, or he 
did not: if he did, how can he that quakes 
and trembles at a thought of reſiſting that S x 
rit, date to ſuperſede and trifle with it 
ders? if. he did not, why do she believe af 
of the reſt, ſince they. all depend upon the ſame 
Au thority? Theſe are unanſwerable DednQtions 


from the Premiſes, and the Concluſion upon tre 
babe 


— — 


whole is as evident, C272 the Managery of 
this Gentleman in this Reſpe&, has made him 
look too much like a Buffoon, and his Cauſe a 
{ſt.. But you'll ſay, why did he comply at 
ft, and expoſe his Credit by writing in their 
Defence? I won't pretend to give a Reaſon, 
but I'll make a Gueſs: poſlibly good Husban- 
dry put him upon it, leſt his Cloth ſhou'd be 
Moth-eaten, he has laid by him, to make him 
aSuit, when the Day of Rectitude is paſt : pro- 
bably the Day might not have been ſet this ſe- 
ren Year, had he poſtponed Duty any longer; 
but now it ſeems it will happen before July 
next, as I remember, about Afidſammer Moon. 
f this be not taken for a ſound, ſaving Reaſon, 
you muſt go to a Club of Caſuiſts, if you'll have 

a better. Forward People, greedy of Novel- 

ty, are ready to run into every thing, that has 

the Semblance of more than ordinary Piety ; 

but he that runs before he is ſent, uſually gets 

lomething worſe, than the meer Loſs of his 

Labour; eſpecially when he paſſes by the fair- 

| Convictions ; then judicial Prejudices faſten 

pon him apace, till his Caſe grow more con- 

ſummately Obſtinate. With God is 

iſdom and Strength: the De- Job 12. 16. 

wedand the Deceiver are his. One 

have heard, made this plain Obſervation 

om the Words. That God had Power and 

iſdom enough, to deal with all the Knaves 

and Fools in the World. All I ſhall add is, 

hat Providence has made good in all Ages of 
he Church, what this Text advanceth, by o- 

er- ruling all the Counſels of crafty and foo- 
im Men to his Glory, their Confuſion, and 
e good of his People: and to apply all to 


* 
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the preſent-Subject; this Gentleman ſeems 2. 
lotted juſtly by Divine Permiſſion, -. and thy 
Perſwaſions of his Fraternity, to take this Poſt 
of Honour, p:z. to hold the Candle juſt as iu 
burning to the bottom, that he might burn his 
Fingers, and receive the laſt Whiff of its 
ZZ | Mee 
He begins his Defence with the Advice of 
e e the Wiſeman, Anſwer not a fall 
Prov. 26. 4. according to his folly, leit thou dl 
A Sho ſo be like unto him: In the following 
Verſe 'tis ſaid, Anſwer a fool according to his 
folly, leit he be wiſe in his own conceit, *Tis not 
my. Bulineſs to reconcile ſeeming Paradoxes, 
nor turn Commentator :., there's a Seaſon for 
every thing, which gives a Beauty and Comeli- 
II s tot e Performance, if we fall in with the 
nick of time, Circumſtance, Occaſions, Diſpo- 
ſitions, Ends and Deſigns, &c. vary; and as 
rhey do, we mult our Actions, or we ſpoil them, 
and rightly. to diſcharge. this Duty, we have 
great need of much Chriſtian Prudence. Sole- 
mon having-left me a Latitude, 1 ſhall uſe my 
Liberty at Diſcretion, and comply a little with 
the latter part of his Advice, tho' I think the 
Argument uſed by him in the Verſe; preceeding 
both Advices, is much fitter for this Gentle- 
man and his Tribe, and wou'd be. doubtleſs 
more effectuab than any I can offer them. Had 
he fead the Hſalms and Proverbs half ſa much 
as he has Joel, Revelations, &c. he had appear d, 
1 believe, a 1 — wiſer and better Man. 1 ſay 
not this in, prejudice to any part of Holy Writ, 
which-are 11 of excelent Vie ; hut when 3 
May's Braid runs upon new Projects, if he dwell 


lang upon, Paſſages that ſeem to favour his 
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u dchemes, he is in great danger of applying all 
x Wio ſtrengthen his Miſtakes, I wiſh that for 
in once he wou'd take my friendly Advice, and 
is Meonfolt at his leiſure ſuch places as theſe, Pros, 
its 12. 1 Prov. 10. 8. Prov. 10. 23. 5 
he quits his firſt Page, he makes this 
bold Aſlertion, That. he has as clear an Evidence, 
that the Cry among them, is the Voice of 
God, as it's poſſible for him to have of any other 
mitter whatever. | 
Whatever certainty he conceived concerning 
this Matter, it certainly became him to deli- 
ver himſelf in more modeſt Terms. If what 
be ſay be true, he muſt own it as evident, as is 
the Being of a God: now to put any diſputa- 
ble Points upon the level with the certainty of 
lis Being, argues little Reverence, nay, moſt 
daring Preſumption. They have ſufficient Ar- 
gument from God and Man, to convince them, 
that their Diſpenſation is falſe, at leaſt it's 
rery dubious, and ſuſpicious. Divine Provi. 
dence has all along baffled their Attempts and 
Expectations, and Men have given them Ar- 
zuments they neither have, nor ever can an- 
wer. I ſhall not now urge him with the hor - 
rid Conſequences of this blaſphemous Expreſ- 
lion, as it muſt prove, and ſtand upon Record, 
to his perpetual Infamy, if the Cauſe fail at 
Walt, 1 had much rather leave it to God and bis 
1, un Conſcience, which one Day, I doubt not, 
ul bring him to a very ſevere Reckoning. 
t; None of the inſpired, (as he calls them) ever 
2 | *lumed this Confidence, that I heard of, but 
em ſometimes ſubmiſſive, and in a waiting 
Poſture, expecting God's Deciſion. Their Mo- 
Bots en apr re 
leſty in this reſpe& upbraids his immeaſurable 


( 20.) | 


Confidence; and this inſtance affords all a bright 


Specimen of his arrogant, audacious, poſitiye 
Humour; and an Example that Deceivers dare ( 
ſay any thing, to ſupport a weak and wickediiſq 
Caufe. | 3 | 
Page 3, and 4. He pretends to treat the 
Guides of the Church with profound Reverenc 


and there, and in many other Places, to pay i 
wonderful Deference to their Judgments. BuWp 
this is all to ſerve a Turn, to comport with, 
the preſent Exigency, and to give Authority; 
to new Prophecies. It's an old Trick of Hei 
reticks to turn the Churches Weapons upon ber 
ſelf. Sycophants and Deceivers ſtick at nM; 
foul Play to carry their Point : to excel. in 7 
the art of Juggling and Legerdemain, they ac. 
count their grand Accompliſhment. How of. 
ten has he been tickled and pleaſed with the t 
Rants of the Prophets againſt the Clergy ? The 
World muſt needs know, how upon every Oc- In 
caſion they publickly tradpce them, and brand I 
them with ignominious Terms; and his little 
Soul has often Spirited their Virulency, and gi- In 
ven Pungency to their venomous Reflections 
He can ſcarce forbear his Sarcaſms in the very 
Paper where he pretends to flatter them; 
but this he does more flily,. in purſuance of 
Rules of Policy. Camelion like he can change 
his Colour on every Occaſion, and blow hot 
and cold almoſt in the ſame Breath. When 4 
Man acts excentrick to Truth, he quits thei 
center of Reſt and Purity, and rambles into 
endleſs Mazes of Error and Folly. Truth 1s 
ever of a piece and harmonious, Errors fre- 
quently jarr, and are full of Contradiction ih 
Theſe make him ebb and flow in his Pradig 


| (up) 2 
ot nd Opinions; ſometimes to be for God, ano- 
nei ther time for Belial ; one Day to run down the 
an ofice of the Miniſtry, Sacraments, and in 
ed Fort all ordinary Means, as pretending they 

miſt give way to extraordinaries z to Morrow 


tieWts turn occaſional Conformiſt, an Communi- 


ce, cant. | f | a 7 © 

he firſt Quotation he makes, relates to the 
But Primary Notion of a Prophet; and if he aal. 8 
ih make any regular uſe of it, he muſt accommo-- 
date it to purpoſes foreign to his preſent Sub- 
le ea; which is to prove, that there are nox 
ber rrophets and Prophecies, But the Biſhop's 
o Argument refers to the chief Note of a Pro- 
Abet; he aſſerts that the primary Notion of a, 
Prophet lies not in foretelling future Events, 
of-Whbut in declaring and interpreting to the World, 
the Mind of God, which he received by imme - 
he dite Revelation from him. The Biſhop ſays 
c. Not a SyHadle there in favour of the preſent Pro- 
phets, Cc. but diſcuſſes the nature of them, 
hat that might be formerly: there fore hat 
e there ſays, is nothing to his pręſent Pur- 
poſe, but ſhou'd have been reſerved for the 


pick of Predictions. But what won't ſerve 
p us, may our purpoſe, viz. to take a View of 
Ae Candour, and the Ingenuity of the Gentle- 
de nan. The other Quotation conſiſts of ſuppo- 


les and a may be, and inſinuates more agaiuſt 
Wm, than for him: but he has the knack of 
orming abſolute Concluſions, from Conceſſions 
of Poſfibilities 5 and he that dare Reaſon at 
hat rate, we need not wonder, if he abuſe 
doth the dead, and the living: the former, 
rere they in a capacity, wou'd ſcorn and op- 
Peſe his little Tricks; and it's to be hop'd the 


monize, and therefore it becomes his, bis labor, 


as Crambe repetita. Notwithſtanding: bis Con- 


| (220 | 
latter may be tempted to de themſglves ju. 
Mice, to wipe off Nis Aſperſions, and retort 
His Calumaies in his Face. 


I 'm quite ſick of the Subject, ſo ſhall touch 
upon ger ae en paſſaut, and dwell a lit, 


tle longer on others, as the merits of the Cauſe 
tray ee 
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fre: I ſhall not traverſe his Notion 
of Prophecy, &c. nor, make many Remarks 
roo his 1abquring ſo much on the Topick of the 

cient Prophets Behaviour, and ſome of their 
odd Actions; I know his drift in that is, tomake 
them and his new Agitators the better to har. 


hoc opus. Many have been the altercations up. 
on this Theam already to little Edification of 
either Party, and therefore I ſhall ſet. it aſide, 


minations, Pity, and Caution, he exerts him. 
ſelf in the diſplay of, . 43. I'm: not afraid to 
compare the Tricks af a Pretenders to the 
Feats of Mimicks, Tumblers,and Jack-puddings: 
Put me not iu fear with the Bug- bear of pro- 
phane Mockery, fit only to ſcare Children; 
nor tell me, of the trembling of his Heart, out 
of a wondrous fit of pretended Compaſſion, 
white I find his Bowels Steel, and his Face 
like Braſs: his Threats are like pulvis ful minamn 
a"noiſe of big Words, and the matter is all o- 
ver. Let him tremble for himſelf, and the 
wicked comical Farce he hath been: acting; 
for ought 1 know , to, the. utter undoing of 
many a Soul, partly by Seduction, partly by 
filling many. with inveterate prejudices agaiuſt 
all Religlo z err far: the ſake of his ridi- 
culous Pageantry. We have as many clear 
Proofs of his fooliſm Prętenges, as a! kind. Pro: 


1 


ridenee cou'd well 'heſtow upon us; and ſhall it 
be aid, there was none had courage enough to 
beard” this haughty Satyriſt, and repay him in 
his. own Coin? Shall Belvſion or Impoſture huff, 
grow rampant, and inſolent, and no Thorn 
appear to prick the Bubble ? Shall Truth ſueaꝶ 
and bide its Head in a Corner? N 

Pae 13, he has theſe Expreſſions: Fain 
Juglings, perverſe _Diſputings,. deativg about 
Lueſt ions, and ys of Wards, rather than god- 
ly Edifying. Ang indeed this very Aſſertion, 
Tha the Scriptures are, able to -make wiſe 10 
Sdvation, is one ſuch ; for the Scriptures do 
dot poſitively determine ſa; And indeed, 
7. 27. 


nſati 


( 24) 
foiſted it in, as if it was an explanatory No- 
tion of his on deviſing, 8 upon ſome 
other Scripture ? It's true, without Chriſt and 
his' Spirit, the Scriptures are a dead Letter; 
But what News is this to a Chriſtian ? Did 
any real one ever queſtion it? Dare he ſi 
that the Manifeſtation of Jeſus Chriſt in the 
Scriptures, by the ordinary Influences of the 
Holy Spirit, is inſufficient to Salvation? If he 
fay ſo, he ſays ſomething new, tho? he talks 
wickedly ; if otherwiſe, he ſays but what o- 
thers allow, and ſo does but trifle, while ſcuf. 
fling in the Dark he pretends to differ from 
them. But all this Amuſement is but to pre- 
pare us to receive their New Cry, expreſs 
p-14- Vain Man, that thinks to obtrude his 
cues Intoxications upon us under Co- 
vert of theſe lame Pretenſions ! I may modeſt- 
ly term them ſo, ſince he himſelf calls them by 
a worſe Name, even Drunkenneſs, p. 9. Is this 
the Man of Chivalry ? the nervous Man of 
Senſe ? If this Performance be the Standard 
of his poſſe Comitatus, the Hercules of the Pro- 
phets is but a Pigmy; a puny Weakling, 
ſcarce worth the anſwering. fe i 
Tf the Gifts he ſpeaks of, p. 25. expired for 
the Pride and Covetous, and the Fury of 
Churchmen, can we think they wou'd return 
to this Jehu and his Clan, under the Flagran- 
cy of thoſe Qualifications ? Shou'd he ſtudy 
from Morning till Night, he cou'd not ex- 
preſs himſelf in Terms more applicable to 
himſelf and his Party, than thoſe he has pre- 
tended to apply to others, p. 27. When Men 
are ticd to an Hypotheſis, to what poor Shifts 
are they put to ſupport it? To wreſt Matters 
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of Fact, and magnity ſmall Occurrences, &c. 
Fice homo A Word to the Wiſe is enough. 
In the ſame Page he plays the Critick and 
Grammarian, and treats the Author of the 
(eat with a majeſterial Air, as if he were 
: School-boy, and himſelf a Pædagogue. All 
[ſhall ſay upon the Matter is, that Modeſty and 
Humility are rare Virtues he takes no Co- 
güzance of, and that a ſuper-critical Puiſſance 


ud he that ventures his Soul to ſhew his Parts 
or Reading, will one Day appear to himſelf 
ud others, but a learned Coxcomb. I ſhall 
fy nothing more upon what he advances fo 
dogmatically, p. 33. but that he determines 


of Divines, in aſſerting Saul to be poſſeſs'd 
more by Melancholy than an evil Spirit, in 
ontradiction to the plain litteral Meaning of 
the Text : But why ſhou'd we wonder to ſce 


to move ever excentrick to Truth. As to 
tie phyloſophick Part of his Argument, to diſ- 
als it with him, wou'd be but like Lyra ad 
Afmum, for his inharmonious Soul muſt be 


Muſick. Let it be obſerved. here, that as 
nuch as he talks againſt the phyloſophick Ra- 


te ſtrikes in fully here with the worſt Part 
of them, even the Saduſaick, who would ex- 
plode the very Notion and Operations of Spi- 
nts out of the World, and attempt to ſolve 


Enthuſiaſt can occaſionally, as he thinks.to- 


z ſometimes a little like Knight Errantry; 


ounter to the general Judgment of the beſt, 


tin wander, who delights in By-paths, and 


a very incompetent Judge of the Power of 


tionaliſts in other Parts of his Pampfllet, yet 


al phænomena of that nature ſolely by 
Mechaniſm : You ſee then how, pro hac Vice, an 


(26) 

ſerve his own Torn, ſtand Hke Antipod 
quite oppoſite to his own, avowed Prin ue 

We are told, p 36. cc That it's a falls We 
c cuſation upon | theſe now that they knoy 
« not what they ſay or do in Exſtacy. That 
is a very ſeafona le and cautions Word he hay 
added, which he calls NOH; otherwiſe his 
Aſſertion had been a notorious Untruth; for 
at firſt it was conſtantly. retended, chat. the 
Exſtatick Pexſ6n did not know at that time 
what he ſaid or did. But it feems now (for 
weighty Reaſons no doubt) they can do the 
contrary. The former Concluſion ſeem'd cal 
culated to maintain abroad a good Opinion 
of the Purity of the Inſpiration, and to e- 
clude the Imputation of human Iuter mixtures 
The latter ſeems a ſupplemental Contrivance, 
that the Meſſages from the Prophets might be 
preſerved more entire; «for the Secretaries 
obſerving ſome Thaſms upon peruſal of the 
Inſpirations ( err wk b. the abrupt. * 0 
very of ch $ ophets) were, at a Joſs to f up 
ply- the Defect; this Confideration . robahly 
reſtored: to the Prophets the uſe of their Me: 
mories, and fo a Virtue was made of Neceſ- 
ſity. P. 42. He tells us of a Fellow that he 
thought had been kill'd by the Rebound of his 
Head ayg-Body half a Yard, from the very 
acute Corner of a Cane-Chair,. and yet. neyer 
felt it. I confeſs we have very, many of theſe 
very acute Stories, but the Mike“ is, Ve 
can never get any fair Exidences of ky 
Matters from indifferent Spectators, but 115 
take up with the Teſtimony « of Party-metl and 
ſtrong Believers. And L verily believe (i Sr 
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oxtempory Eruption and inſtantaneous Va- 
zhwent of a pair of Herns budding © upon 
the Fore-head of a French Prophet) there .are 
one: among them, tfat wou'd think they faw 
them, and might ſafely ſwear to the Fact. 
nd that 1 may not ſeem to romance in my 
Conjecture, ſome among them did prevail with 
1 Perſon to believe himſelf carty'd in the Air 
from one End of a Room to the other, with- 
out his own or any other viſible Aſfiffance. 
Othe amazing Power of Imagination, under 
; ſtrong Fit of Deluſion, 'warmly ply'd with 
the cunning Devices of execrable Impoſture ! 
He complains; p. 44, 45: of the unaccount- 
ale Managery of his Adverſaries in their 
* Preaching,” Writing, Diſputing, and De- 
6 terming upon a Subject, wherein they are 
entirely ignorant of Facts. If People wou'd 
1 attend often, he ſays, they wou'd 
% © be ſatisfy'd- that it is not the Inſpired, 
jj. Ml chat ſpeak in the Perſon of God; but that 
„it is God that ſpeaks; as much by their 
By Mouths, “c. as ever he did by the Pro- 
5 of old, nay, as ever he did by the 


« © 


Mouth of Balaam s Afs. © 
A Man had need ſure of a good Moral Sto- 
macher, that can calmly ſtroke down theſe 
provoking Sayings. The Charge of Non- at- 
tendance, &c. is gratis diftum, and utterly falſe; 

for many that he little thinks of, have at- 
tended conſtantly from time to time, t6 watch 
their Motions, as occaſion ſerved ; though they 
were very ſick and weary of that Piece of Pen- 
tance, yet they reſolutely perſiſted, and held 
ont, the more fully to ſatisfy themſelves and 
the World. I ſuppoſe nothing - paſſes wit 
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him for Patience, but what's accompanied via 
ſome, Fruits of Succeſs, in, turning Proſelyte MP 
and owning the Cauſe; or elſe what runs out 
at full length parallel with his own wellex. 

tended Stupidity. - 12 9 
What a horrid Compariſon. does he make 

between a Pack of Vagabond in. MW 
vid. Lives poſtors, and the ancient Prophet d 
of the Three of the Lord of Hoſts ? I call then MW" 
French pro- ſo, as authoriz'd ſo to do, by the MI! 
phets. Proofs fairly made out againſt en, 

gy teſtified upon Oath before a Ma. 
giſtrate; When he had ſaid thus much, what 
need had he of mentioning Balaam's Aſs, but 
that he ſeems to take. a peculiar Delight in 
muſtering up any odd Paſſages relating to the 
Behaviour of the Prophets, on purpoſe to fa- 
vour the Pedantick Geſtures, antick Poſtures 
and Grimaces of his little Pretenders ? This 
String they are.all ever harping upon, as if 
it made more Muſick in their Ears, than all 
the weighty Truths of the Goſpel ; tho? they 
know they expoſe thoſe things to the Grin of 
wanton Wits (who, like Flies, delight moſt to 
ſack Sores) and get not one Inch of Ground h/ 
it, in the Judgment of thoughtful-Perſons. What 
will this vain confident Man be able to ſay ſor 
himſelf? How will he be able to look the 
. Chriſtian Part of Mankind ever in the Face, 
without the higheſt Effort of Impudence, if 
after ſuch a prophane, blaſphemous Compari- 
ſon, the critical Minute of his own Appoint -: 
ment, to decide this Matter, appear to the ut - 
tet Confuſion of his Cauſe and Hopes? Io 
ſappoſe this, is no begging. the Queſtion 3 
becayſe every intelligent Perſan has good 


( 29 ) 
proof of what is likely to come, by what is 
aſt already; of which he was once as confi- 
lot, as he is of any thing to come; and yet 
il has hitherto fail'd them, as I ſhall - prove 
pon a fitter Occaſion, a little on. Methinks 


| pretends, . 43. it does for others; when 
that Turn; of Divine Mockery he diſcharges 
won others ſhall turn ſhort upon himſelf, and 

vea Part of his own Calamity. | 

He gets into his Altitudes, p. 44. and talks 
like a Mathematician, or an Inhabitant of ano- 
ther World. He tells us of drawing Two Lines 
from the Sun to the Mountain and to the Mole- 
kl, which wou'd not perceptably differ in 
length at all one from the other: By this Com- 
pariſon (and you know how good he is at 
them, by the Juſtneſs and Fairneſs of one but 
now repreſented) he inſinuates the little Dif- 
ference there is between the Simplicityof a Clawn, 
ad phe Parts and Learning of a Doctor, when 
peigh'd with infinite Wiſdom, I confeſs the Com- 
pariſon is true and natural, but I ſee no Neceſ- 


told us in what Poſition the Sun muſt ſtand 
for this Operation; whether it muſt be in a 
Vertical or a Horizontal Point : But let that 
paſs; for the true Uſe of all conſiſts in a 
proper Application of it to mortifie our Pride 
and fond Conceits of our ſelves and Attain- 
ments. Can any Man think this Gentleman 


a juſt Opinion of its Dimenſions, while it 


then attempts to thruſt 'its Head above the 
Clouds, and give Law to the Eternal Jeho- 


tis Heart ſhould tremble for his own Fate, as 


ity of mounting ſo high for it: He has not 


believes as he writes ? Does the Mole-hill keep 


ſwells in Thoughts as big as a Mountain? And 


| (30) 
Gah ? Does proud, ſinful Duſt repute. it {i 
bat really as the Duſt of the Balance, whit 
it flies in the Face of its Maker, and tells hin 
He ſhall neither be God, nor act as he pleaſe; 
nor inſpire his ancient Prophets, if he don) 
the new Pretenders? I have juſt Tora | 
he has pawn'd the Credit of the old Prophety 
to ſupport the New; and what's all this for. 
but to ſupport the little Idol called Self, au 
ſome idle Whimſies it's ſo big df, that t 
in Pain till it be deliver d? O profound Hu. 
mility ! O wonderful Self- Abaſement! 

I'll give another Specimen of this Nature, 

p. 50. He has theſe Words, Indeed to ſip. 
© poſe that ſuch a Seeker ſhonld be left in De. 
© Juſion, is in effect to ſuppoſe there is 10 
© God, Then argues from the Goodneſs off 
God to inforce his Concluſion. In the Para- 
graph preceeding, the Conrſe of his Argu- 
ment ſuppoſes a Man in this Caſe under the 
Power- of ſeveral good Qualifications ; Which 
amount, in ſhort, to real Sincerity. But when 
he comes to apply it to the Matter in hand, 
he manifeſtly ſuppoſes himſelf and his Fratet- 
nity to be included; or the Force of his Ar- 
2 is utterly loſt, No Man need queſtion, 
ut as Sincerity is moſt acceptable to God, ſo 
he will not ſuffer it fatally to miſtake : But 
then the Grant of this Propoſition is of no 
Service to his Deſign, unleſs it be apply'd 
to him and his. Now TIthink it a very bold 
and daring Expreſſion, to hazard the Sues 
ſition of the Being of a God, upon any Lay 
whatever; becauſe none can be equal: And 
he ſhews little Reverence and Reſpect to God, 
who at every Turn is ready to ſtake down his 


( 3r.) 
ring to ſupport the Honour bf his own; Sin- 
ity,, or of any Party of Men whatever. 


hil u ben Per ſons manifeſtly,” under the power 
ue peluſion, talk at this rate, ſuch as have their 
i. open muſt needs hear it with great Con- 
du n. Got is as ſurely good, true and juſt, &c. 
OV. de is; but will any dare to ungod him, and 
10 lifie him in their Suppofitions, if he diſ- 
opbet their wild Clan, and refuſe to favour 
a0d heir bold Depoſitions? Muſt not God be 
15 2d, unleſs hell put to his Seal to their Un- 


lertaking? Unleſs he exert his miraculous 
wet to ſupport their waking Dreams? Good 


Tr od! what Work is here made for the Act- 
of gs of the leaſt Spark of Reaſon and Conſti- 
A ne, when the Force of Opium is ſpent, 


ind the ſleepy Fit is once over! 

He pretends to apply himſelf to anſwer 
ome Treatiſes written againſt his Prophets - 
Ia Conformity to that Project, p. 51. he falls 
dul upon the Author of the Reply. He up- 
braids him for his new Way of Arguing 3 
or rather, Inſinuating, by asking Queſtions, 


Maxims: This he calls fo unfair a Way, 


Anſwer, but a Denial, 

I ſhall no further intereſt my ſelf in the 
Barrel between him and his Antagoniſts here 
Ir elſewhere, than to expoſe his Method of 
unfair Arguing ; his unnatural Deductions and 
Concluſions 3 his pretty Salvo's and ly Inſinua- 
tons; his cunning Preteritions and ſilent Re- 


ſculking Holes and Shifts that a bad Cauſe 
an require, or Trick and Eyalion can ſug- 
Yr T | | __ Þ » 


which he would have taken for granted as 


that in many of them it deſerves no other 


krves; and, in ſhort, his Retreat to all the 
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has cited p. 51. where any may ſee the little 


own Attainments ſingular, ſuppoſe they have 


(3290 
geſt : A Proceedure that too plainly indicat 
that he contends more for a Party than Truth 
that he had much rather ſtop his Adverſary 
Mouth with Scorn and Clamour, than Strenpt| 
of Argument : That he deſigns 'to make 
Property of his Reader, and force him to 
lieve what he ſays, meerly upon the Authoriy 
of a ſcornful Air he affe@s to put on. An 
when I have proved this Charge, let it ſtan 
for a Memorandum of his Ingenuity. 

I think a Man may advance Theorems, wit 
out warranting them for Mathematical Demor 
ſtrations ; and aſſert generally receiv'd Opini- 
ons, without obtruding them upon any one' 
Belief, as unconteſtable Maxims, that few, i 
any, oppoſe. Many things generally paſs for 
Truth, that yet are far from being received 
as Maxims: Among which Number may paſ 
thoſe Sayings of the Author of the Reply he 


Go a -a 


Reaſon he had to call them what he does, or 
find fault with them, for what only they ſeem 
really deſign'd. His Carping at the interro- 
gatory Method they were uſher'd in with, 
and declaring it new and inſinuating, is only 
to win upon the Credulity of his Reader, and 
declare his own Weakneſs ; for it is an uſual 
Way among the moſt approv'd Authors: And 
I'll give him Specimens of as many as he 
pleaſes, if he think fit to lay any Streſs up- 
on it. None ſure will attempt to traduce 
and ridicule, as novel and impertinent, any 
uſual Methods of Reaſoning, but ſuch as are 
very full of themſelves; who reputing. their 
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Authority enough to dictate new Laws to the 


—_— 
World, and check-mate the Reaſon of all 
Mankind. | : | 

He ſays, p. 52. God never forſakes any till 
We they forſake him: And that it is more than 
can be done to = any one Inſtance of the 
e Long-ſuffering of God to thoſe who ſhould - 

W' preſume to ſpeak in his Perſon. 

[ ſuppoſe he would have it taken for grant- 
ed, that he who pricks up his Ears at every 
new Buz of Prophecy, and runs along with 
the Vogue of every pretended new Diſpenſa- 
tion, does not forſake God (though he turn 
his Back on him, and his Ordinances, to follow 
the Capricio of his own Humour, or Inventi- 
ons of Impoſtors ; though he has been warn'd 
often of them by God himſelf, and might 
el here many pregnant Proofs of Impoſture or 
als deluſion, were he faithful to his own Obſer- 
rations, and the Occaſions Providence again 
and again puts into his Hands for his Convi- 
ion.) I ſay, could all this be proved no For- 
faking of God, he had talk'd Senſe. But when 
every Part of the Suppoſition -is juſt the Re- 
rerſe, I fhall not ask his Pardon, if I tell him 
plainly, he tempts and provokes God to leave 
tim to make the beſt of his. wilful Deluſion. 
As for the Inſtance he demands of God's per- 
mitting any to uſurp and abuſe his Name and 
Perſon, to ſpeak in them: Let him turn to the 
Account of all falſe Prophets, Sacred Writ a- 
© bounds in; and what elſe is left upon Record in 
History: But to gratiſie him more particularly 
and empharically, ( though the critical Hour 
be not yet elapſed ) let him look to the 25th 
e Fof May, and remember that while he has 
Breath, In the mean while I wou'd ask him, 


Ga) 


why God ſuffer'd Miſcreants to inſult his Be 
loved Son upon the Croſs, and Himſelf in that 
tremendous Manner we know he did, without * 
breaking forth upon them in Acts of imme. 
diate Vengeance? If he won't allow theſe 
Interrogations as Arguments, ſerious Perſons Ml. 
will: And if he won't anſwer, I will. Al 
is owing in theſe Caſes to the amazing Long- 
ſufferance of the ever-bleſſed God, who ſel-M. 
dom ſends Fire from Heaven immediately to 0 
conſume his impudent Foes, though our weak, k 
angry Spirits are often too haſty to call for 
it. God may ſeem to have Leaden Feet in the 
Execution of his Judgments, but bold Offen. 
ders will find at laſt to their Coſt, that he 
has Iron Hands to cruſh them the more ef. 
fectually, when they ſhall- pay dear for his 3. 
buſed Goodnefs and Patience, which will leave 
them utterly inexcuſable and con founded. The 
Judgment infficted on the Seven Sons of Sceva, 
is. no en to prove, that God ſuffers 
none to ſpeak in his Name falſly without an 
immediate Retribution of Vengeance, any more 
than the Infliction of ſome ſtrange Puniſhment 
upon ſome juſolent Offenders, in the very AR 
of their Wickedneſs, is an Argument to prove 
that he lets none paſs, that offend in that 
kind withont immediate Animadverſions. God 
has wiſe Zeaſons, no doubt, whem he ſtrikes 
or forbe irs Rebels; but as ſuch ſhort-ſighted 
Creatures as we are, can't dive into the Rea- 
ſons of the Meaſures he may purſue very vari- 
oully, fo we. can draw no general Rule how he 
will act ia theſe Matters; and therefore it be- 
comes us to be modeſt and ſilent. without de- 
termining any thing raſhly on theſe Occaſions 


hat fe demands, 3 83. © Dots the Hypocrite 
O 


t aſſume the Perſon of God? On the contra- 
try, he wears God's Livery, he honours Re- 
{WM ligion; he ſhews outwardly, that he values 
me it, though he cannot, through Intereſt or o- 
Ather Worldly Ends, come over to the ſincere 
ne: D EEE 
i. 1 wiſh I could ſay ſome groſſer Hy pocrites 
to did not aſſume the Perſon of God. Some 
a. hre had the Confidence to pretend to ſpeak 
for immediately from his Direction and Inffuence; 
he nd I doubt not but a little Time will produce 
.n. M4! Inſtance, to what a prodigious Height of 
he M/mpudence humane Nature is capable of aſpi- 
ef. Ning to, even to that which few, if any, ever yet 
2. Iirired at, i. e. to preſume to ſpeak in the 
e erſon of God. As to what he fays tarther 
he bout the Hypocrite, (I ſuppoſe he means the 
more refined one ) all I ſhall reply 1s, Thar 
what he advances, I fear, is too true, and it 
vill be Wiſdom in us to apply ſich Truths 
dome to our ſelves ; and when they are fo 
ar, and of ſich Importance to us, it muſt 
de our Duty: to lay our Hangs on our Hearts, 
nd ſeriouſly conſider, whether. we are not the 
ery Men. *Tis very eaſie & blacken ajVice 
iu general Terms, and condemn it to the Pit of 
Hell in a Third Perſon ; but it is the hardeſt 
hing in the World to apply it cloſe to our 
own Hearts, fy 

Holy David was ſtrangely tardy this way; 
and the Inſtance of his Frailty in this kind is 
recorded for our Inſtruction, to promote a Jea- 
louie over our own Hearts. He condemn'd 
umſelf and his own Crime moſt vehemently, 


Flule e heard In Lenne 110809 . 


Out 
Nee 


. 
"Þ - rabolically in the Third Perfon 
2 Sam. 12. 5. As the Lord liveth, the Man tha 
3 1 hath done this Thing ſhall ſure. 
ly die. | 
Gy have heard, ſome of the pretended Pro- 
phets have made bold to aſſume Nathan's Office, 
and uſe his Freedom to point at ſome among 
themſelves, as guilty of Covetouſneſs; but | 
hear nothing of the humble Voice of David: 
T have ſinned again#t the Lord. There is a Voice 
indeed as loud as a Trumpet, which Phariſees 
uſed to ſound before them; viz. that this Party 
has generouſly bound himſelf for a conſidera- 
ble Sum, to ſupport the Credit of a poor Bro- 
ther : and all the hurt I wiſh the charitable Un- 
dertaker is, that he may now freely breath a 
Vein, and fo procure a more chriſtian,healthy 
_ Conſtitution. Sans 5; 3 
He demands again, p. 53. A true logical De- 
finition ot this word Deluſion; and makes ma- 
ny charitable Reflections, and egregious Con- 
cluſions, to very trifling Purpoſes, which I pals 


Did I not know him to be a very ſuper-cri- 
tical Gentleman, it's poſſible I might give him 
a Logical Definitq;n in the form of a Syllogiſm; 
but for fear it fhou'd fall in Bocareo, and he 
ſhou'd ſmell ſomething amiſs in Mood and F- 
gure, I chuſe. rather to give him a lively De- 
{cription of it by a pat Simile. All porous 
ſpongy Bodies imbibe Liquors to a Plenitude: 
but ſtill the imbibing Faculty has a ze fs ul- 

tra. For inſtance a brown Toft, well foked 
in Ale, ſwells, and ſtruts, till it can receive 
no more Liquor of any ſort ; but ſqueeze it 
well, and you may impregnate it afreſh, with 


(370 | 
ay uſeful Liquids. The Prophetick Tribe 
re like this Toſt, particularly the honeſt part 
of them: their Brains are ſo impregnated with 
the Notions of the prophetick Spirit, they 
think themſelves poſſeſs'd of, till they are 
fiddled, and ſo over-flowing-full, that they 
can receive nothing from Truth to undeceive 
them ; till ſome humbling Providence ſqueeze 
them ſoundly, and then it's to be hoped there 
may be found among them, ſome Amplitude, 
; Wand Receptivity for Truth. This I take to 
be the nature of the preſent Deluſion, 
P. 53, 54. he aſſerts, © That God does not 
{ deſert his Children for Sins of Infirmity : 
no, an earthly Father does not. Therefore 
WM this is greatly unworthy of God, to charge 
him with ſuch a readineſs to deſert his Chil- 
© dren, even the beſt. It cannot be but for 
great Sins; — for if ſuch come to fall a- 
way, and they muſt, in high Degree, to be 
deſerted of God; it is impoſſible for them to be 
SW renewed again to Repentance. So that this Pa- 
*ragraph, and a great deal more ejaſdem farinæ, 
Js but mere trifling ; the Propoſitions are 
not true, nor the Inferences fair. 
. Moſt Divines agree, That God juſtly may 
e Leſert a Soul for Sins of Infirmity; and ſome 
- 1 he actually does, and that even the very beſt 
„et his Servants, for very gracious purpo- 
$M ts; to humble and prove them: and this ſeems 
u be the Caſe of Fob. God himſelf gives 
im the moſt perfect Character, and yet he 
a that impartially reads his Complaints, will find 
elle was deſerted by God, as well as under o- 
CY iter Sufferings. If this Gentleman were not a 
kerſon of more than ordinary Aſſurance, he 


(3%): 
wou'd ne'er,Digator like, ſo dogmatically al. 
vance his as; prixeee Opinjon, in defiance of 
the concurrent Suffrage of ſa many of his Bet, 
ters, both for Learning and Piety ; nor value 
himſelf ' upon a few pert, ſcornful Sayings, 
which ſhew neither Wit nor Manners. Farj- 
na at any time, is as good as Chaff. He may 
look big, and value himſelf much upon his 
March. eruptions; but I doubt not, but Max 
blites will ſpoil the knitting of his Summer. 
fruits; and {hrivel all his blooming Hopes, and 
make them the Sport of Winds; even like the 
Chaff which they drive away. 

He does not ſeem to underſtand the Notion 
of Deſertion, or elſe he ſtudiouſly endeavours 
o confound; it. Perſons that pretend to over- 
low with. Conſolation, and to be frequently 
inder the Tranſports of Extatick Raptures, 
Duſt know little Experimentally of the nature 
cf Deſertions, and no wonder then they ſome- 
times talk without Book. He in the ſame Page 
tells us; None dare to ſay, that David was 
* deſerted of God, for thoſe many Months that 
< paſs'd between his Sin and his Repentance 
of it. God may hide the Light of his Coun- 
< tenance, and, in Fact, does it, to many holy 
© Souls, without Provocation, but for other 
© wiſe Ends; and yet not withdraw his ever- 
© laſting Arm. "oY 

Very well! According to his Notion then, 
there's no Deſertion that deſerves the Name, 
but what is Total; that cuts off for a time at 
leaſt, all Influences of Grace and Comfort. He 
ſaid before, God did not deſert his Children 
ter Infirmities; here he owns he does, without 
Frovpcation. Either then he contradicts him- 
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if, or elſe allows of no Deſertion, but what 


is for a time, total; which is a crude, ſingular 


Opinion. In this ſenſe, I ſappoſe him to aſ- 
ſert; that none dare ſay David was deſerted, 
hetween his Sin and Repentance, But who 
ever ſuppoſed any ſuch thing ? All agree he 
was, in the uſual Senſe and Acceptation of the 
Word, Deſertion; i. e. as conſiſt ing in a Su- 
ſpenſion of Divine Favour, and a with-holding 
in great Meaſure of the quickning Influences of 
the holy Spirit, though not abſolutely: The 
51 Hal. clearly proves all this, as do many 
more Pſalms. 1 

He concludes with an Argument, as full of 
Ingenuity about Mr, Maſon, declaring he was 
not ſu; Compos, then charging him with a long 
Cc. I wander he has the Face to alledge this 
35a Plea, when he knows it was the Caſe of 
one among themſelves, A quoad hoc is uſual in 
matters of this Nature, and if all under ſuch 
Circumſtances, are really mad; I know many 
at this time, that are fit only for clean Straw, 
and a dark Room. By this time I hope he may 
ſee, that this of Mr. Maſon, is more properly 
brought in, for an Inſtancce in this Caſe, than 
a Tale out of Eſop's Fables. | 

Tis one part of this Gentleman's juſt Cha- 
racer ; that he can give things an artful Turn 
with his Pen, and ſtart plauſible Objections 
rather than carry on an Argument with clear- 


neſs and Cogency. Had he been zealous for 


Truth, and fair in his Arguments againſt the 
Author of the Reply ; he had then ſhew« it, 
by taking notice of, and anſwering thoſe Pa- 
pers that Author referr'd to, and demanded 
mn Anſyer of; eſpecially as to thoſe two Ma- 


(40) 


terial Points, viz. how far evil Spirits may bel ne 
ſuppoſed to have a ſhare in matters relating wi 
the Controverſy in hand: And to purge one 
of his Prophets from the black Imputation of 
Shuffling and Prevaricating, in ſeveral notori. 
ous Inſtances charged home upon him, in the 
latter part of the Appeal. I ſay, had he been 
fair and candid, in the preſent Subject, this 
ſhou'd have been his Method; and not Lapwing 
like, to flutter as far off as he cou'd from hi 
own Neſt, to amuſe People with a little empty 
Prattle. OE 
He falls now moſt unmercifully on the Au- 
thor of the Caveat againſt new Prophets. For 
the ſame Reaſons I gave, for paſling over the t 
Subject of Prophecy, I ſhall wave another 2· N 
bout Chriſt's Reign upon Earth, here diſcuſs. 
I neer found any Schemes advanced of that na- " 
ture Satisfactory; however, I'm morally cer- 
tain; that theſe Pretenders are not its Har- 
bingers. I omit to take notice at preſent, of i © 
the ſcurvy uſage he gives the Author of the F 
Caveat ; intending to reſume it on a fitter Oc - 6 
caſion. | 88 

P. 73, and 74. He charges a black Crime on 
the Author of the Cæveat, in the following 
Expreſſions; I am fearful of nauſeating the 
Reader with this Author; and ſol ſhall, up- 
on this head, bring him forth but this once: 
< and it is to charge him with a Crime which 
© others may put a Name to. I refer the re- 
mainder of the Paragraph to the Reader's Pe- 
ruſal, it being too long to tranſcribe. 

One wou'd think by his Diſcourſe, that he 
was under the Operation of a Pucative; and 
that he had the Anthor he quotes in a String 

Fe n 1 
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Fre a dancing Dog, to be led forth to make Sport ar his 
[leafure : but no more of his haughty Temper here, 
we ſhall ſee enough of that hereafter, his Veraciry now 
falling under a ſhameful Cenſure. Under the form of 
typotherical Terms, he inſinuates with great poſitivity, the 
ruth of a Fact, that in reality is a moſt notorious Falſity, 
both in the Nature of the thing, and all its Circumſtan- 
ces. He mentions the Party there concern'd, as under 
an immediate Arreſt of God's Judgments, a little before 


predicted : He aſſerts the Party own d it to be a Judg. 


ment from God, which ſtill continues, and rather increaſes 
thin aſſwages. After all this pudder, this was nothing 
but an ordinary Accident, that often occurs; nor was it 
thought or ſaid by the Party to be otherwiſe; and it 
went off gradually accordingly, as it's uſual in ſuch 
Caſes. The time for the coming of the Judgments 
threarned, expir'd long before, to the ſhame of char Son 
of Thunder that utter'd them; ſo that from beginning 
to end, this Story is a moſt ſcandalous Untruth: And 
whenever the Abetter of it thinks fir to put the Iſſue of 
his Cauſe upon the Credit of what he has here vouch'd 
for Truth, it ſhall be fairly prov'd againſt him. In the 
interim, let the World find a name for the Aurhor of 
ſo bale a Crime; and make a ſtanding Rule of his 
Fathfulneſs in this matter, ro meaſure his Fidelity by in 
the reſt of his Narratives. | 

I hall, on this occaſion, give an Inſtance of their ma- 
nagery in Caſes of the ſame Nature. A Perſon 


of Quality about the Town, had been threat- L. C. 2. 


ned with ſevere Judgments that ſhould fall 

upon him: The Parry, many Months after, fell ill of a 
dangerous Diſtemper, which was repreſented to the pro- 
pherick Tribe as likely to be Mortal. Upon this ſurmize, 
they cry d up the Validity of their Predictions, and tri- 
umph'd and rejoyc'd, as being confident of carrying their 
point by the fall of this Great Man. It pleaſed God af- 
ter all ro recover him, to the no ſmall diſappointment of 
this charitable Fraternity : But it ſeems they had a well. 
contrived Salvo at hand, i. e. they declared, that in the 
moſt poſitive Denunciations of Judgments to be inflicted 
@ any, there was always imply'd a tacit Reſerve, in 
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| Effnfions of Divine Vengear ce on the People of thi 


aſſured them ſhould fall March 25. They broke thei 


better nor worſe, but a Day or two before. 


Can ſuch as wilfully affect Falthood, that faft for Strife, 


(42) 
caſe Repentance interven d. Accordingly they owd de 
Hononrab'e Party had humbled himſelf, and ſo God hy 
reſtor'd him | 
Now I'm upon this Subject, I'll rake the Libery y 
add an Account of ſome late Tranſactions among them, 
which will ſtill more abundantly demonſtrate the 
found Charity of theſe Pretenders ; and thoſe other ex; 
cellent and indearing Qua'ificarions, that they fuppok 
ſhould recommend them to the World. 

- They pray'd and faſted, March 24. to procure the 


Town, which an Inſpiration from Anna Maria King bad 


Faſt that Evening upon joints of Veal in B- On. 
den; and expected to feed the next Day upon the fight 
of Vials of Wrath poured forth on this wicked, unde. 
heving People: They love, it feems, to Feaſt, as thoſe 
do of the Ca'f's Head-Club, who can't reliſh their Meat 
well, without Blood in their Sauce. When the Day pak 
ſed without Execution, and they found they could not | 
fill themſelves with the Far and Blood of the Slain, they WM 
fell into extream Firs of Chagrin, as a hungry Wretch 
does at the Joſs of a plentiful Repaſt. When one of E 
their main Sticklers was upbraided for the folly of his 
Expectation, his Anſwer was, This Meſſage is from the 
Mouth of bur one Witneſs, Immediately after this fat- # 
lure, ſome more of the inſpired aſſerted in their Exta- 

fies, that the Judgments would fall in March, notwith- 
ſtanding the Month was ſo near expiring : Upon this, 0 
the ſtout Believer faid to one that queſtioned the Event; I 
Thar he as really believed it, as he did in God. And I ; 
Im apt to think there might be ſome truth in what he 
ſaid: For he that really believes in God, will not ſo 
eaſily be perſwaded to pawn his Faith in bim, to ſupport 
the Credit of a Romance, which he found to be 10 


Halt Reader, make a pauſe, and conſider: Erquire 
whether theſe be Facts; if ſo, ſuppoſe if you can, that WI, 
ſuch Men as theſe come from or can lead any to God? . 

( 


and pray for Confuſion, Blood: and Vengeance, be in, 


( 43 ) 


cred by the bleſſed Spirit of God, the Spirit of Truth} 
ntleneſs, Love and Meekneſs? Sooner may you 

make the Poles to meer, than recancile theſe Contraries, 
e are told by Truth it ſelf; That in the 

Mourh of two or three Witneſſes every Mat. 18. 16. 
Ford ſhall be eſtabliſned. What can we 

think then of ſuch as will not be determined by more 

han Three, rho” of their own chuſing ? 

This Party of Men behave themſelves in this reſpect, 
4 if they came of the Race of St. Paul's Barbarians ; 
who when they ſee a venomous Beaſt harg on any Man's 
Hand, fay among themſelves, no doubt this Man is a 
- {vicked Unbeliever, whom Vengeance ſuffereth nor ra 
„be. Bur when they ſee the Beaſt ſhook off into the 
Wire, and after looking a great while when he ſhould 
ine ſwollen, or fallen down dead ſuddenly, they ſee 
no harm come to him; they change their Minds, and 
ſay, he is a Log Penitent. They often have repreſent- 
ed the Nature o 
ſome of the Plagues of Egypt; and their Midnight-Cry, 
to be like rhe Egyptian-Cry at the ſlaying of all their 
firſt- born. But ſtill after the plague of Diſappoint- 
ment has ſwept away the Firſt, Second, and Third · born 
of their Hopes, their Hearts ſeem harder than even Pha- 
nub's; for they will nor yer diſmiſs the People, nor ler 
them go to ſerve the Lord their God, as he has appoint- 
ed, This was the Fate appointed this City by our Pro- 
pes Predictions, which were to have been fulfilled 
ong ſince. But Thanks be to God, tho' our Sins are 


Great, he has not permitted any thing of this Natute to 


happen ; nor the Fire from Heaven lately threatned, to 
delcend and conſume us. God's Thoughts and Mercieg 
are not like Mens, whoſe Spirits are waſpiſh and impa- 
tient. Let us ever chuſe then with the Royal Prophet, 
Þ fall into the Hands of God, rather than Mens, who 
are Lyars, and their tender Mercies, Cruelties. But to 
terurn , 

He tells the Author of the Caveat, p. 74. If this 
' Diſpenſation be of God, he muſt own he is fighting 
"againſt him; and he cannot ſav, that it is not poſſible 
fer it to be from God, If there be one 3 

Ne | 4A * 


their deſolating Judgments, to be like 


— 


4 C2) _ 
Mark of the Finger of God in ir, he is gone, cho the 
* frould be a hundred dubious ones. ; 

Smart Argument indeed Wonderfully ſtrong ant 
conclufive ! however it's more modeſt than uſual, tho 
leſs cogent, fince he does not ſtake down God's Being 
and Truth to ſupport his own Fancies ; a condeſcenticn 

that all real Chriſtians muſt take well at his hands. |] 
think this hypotherical way of Arguing is more juſt 
cenſurable, than that he found ſo much fault with in the 
Author of the Reply, His Practice, it ſeems, declares 
this ro be his Maxim : To give his Adverſary no Liber. 
ty, but to take what himſelf pleaſes : To tie up the 
Hands of all he has to do with, by critical r 
Rules of his own deviſing, and give himſelf all the El. 
bow-room imaginable, This by the way. 
If now the Diſpenſation he contends for be not of God, 
who can he think then that he is fighting for? Can he 
fay chat it's nor poſſible it ſhould be from God's grand 
Enemy? If there be one undeniable Mark of the Cloven- 
foot, he is gone, tho there ſhould be a hundred dubiou 
ones, If there be any ſtrength in his Argument, the 
fuppofition on both ſides muſt be equally ſtrong, but not 
the Danger, I grant that fighting againſt God is equal- 
iy dangerous, with contending for Falſhood and the 
Devil; for they are in effect the ſame thing; ſince none 
can do the one, but they muſt effectually do the other. 
The real difference then of the Danger muſt lie in a&- 
ing againſt ſtronger or weaker Reaſons and Convictions, 
which muſt ever determine a Man in theſe Caſes, if 
he'll act ſincerely. The matter then in ſhort muſt be 
brought to this Iſſue, viz. which Party has cleareſt and 
ſafeſt Reaſon on their fide; they that adhere to the 
New Prophets, or ſuch as keep to the ordinary Rules of 
bis moſt Holy Word, which none dare deny to be a 
ſure way to Heaven, What has been a ſafe and ſure © 
Way rhither, muſt fill be own'd to be ſuch ; and the 
moſt our Innovators can pretend to is, that their Diſ- 
penſation is a more full and clear way. Bur alas ! what 
ſerious rhoughrful Perſon, that truly lays to Heart the 
maſſy Concerns of Eternity, would leave a ſure bearen 
Par", to traverſe unknown ones upon the Tops of high. 
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to him and all Men the Stock of his Prudentials. To 


( 45.) 


e muſt expect to periſh 2 Shall the fond Conceit of 

Ling 4 little nearer the Clouds, than ſome humble Pil- 

pi below in the Vale ſeem to be, induce a Cautious 
el 


on ro make rhis Venture ? Such as keep cloſe ro the 
Word of God, may be confident he will fulfil his Pro- 
miſes to them. Neither God, nor any reaſonable Man, 
will defire any to act but according to their Convictions: 
Now the Prophets have given us no Seals of their Miſſi- 
on, but what manifeſtly have appeared forged, and con- 
ſequently we have nothing ro work up a Conviction in 
their Favour. I inſtanced juſt now in ſome matters of 
fact, and there are many more upon Record, that 
might convince any impartial Judgment, that this trick- 
ve, falſify ing, blood -· thirſty Generation, are not ſent, 
nor own'd by God. I'm verily perſwaded, the more 


candid of them begin ro be convinced in their own . 


Conſciences, that matters are not right: But then, alas: 
they ſuffer themſelves to be confirm'd again, by ſuch 
amotg them as are more cunning and obſtinate. Bur 
let thoſe poſitive ſoaring Sons of the Morning, that pre- 
tend rhey have ftill ſuch invincible Light in their dark 
Lanthorns, confider, thar rheir Days of Darkneſs are 
coming on apace, when (if there be any Honeſty in 
them) they ſhall cenſure their own wilful affected Folly, 
it may be more ſeverely, than ever did any of their 
greateſt Enemies; reputed by them as ſuch, only becauſe 
they have told them the Truth, very diſagteeable ro 
their heated Imaginations. | 
Page 75. Flo hregreis us ſreedily with a farther Exa. 


men: And declares, * That for ſome particular Reaſons 


' this that is now publiſhed could not be any longer de- 
lay d till the reſt was ready. 

L think he need ſay no more than he has, to Eternize 
bis Fame. Poſterity may acknowledge it ſelf indebted 
to his Elaborate Labours, which may ſtand as a Chro- 
nicle to future Ages, ro demonſtrate whar is poſſible to 
be ſaid by Men of Craft and Confidence, for a moſt 
notorions Error. I ſhall not preſume to give my poor 
Advice to a Maſter of Politicks: Time will diſcover 


Maintains inviron'd with Precipices, where if a Foot flip; | 
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1 X 13 ( 46 ) I OE TEE - 
ſpeak in his own Language, (which I know ever bel 
pleaſes him) He has paſs'd the Rubicon: He bas thay 
away the Scabbard ; and now, omnia armis agenda ſun, 
By this time it's poſſible he may be in a Paſſion; but I 
confident ſuch a ſhred of Greek or Latin wil prong 
rempory Relaxation ar leaſt to his Fury, eſpecially when 
ir's one of his own chuſing. No Stock-fiſh was ever worle 
beaten, than was he lately for delaying : and therefor 
it's very probable the Gentleman will continue his Exer: 
Ciſe, left P. ſucdenly make Mummy of his Compo- 
firion, Theſe are I confeſs weighty, ſaving Reaſons, 
and moſt powerful Springs of Action, | | 
P. 35. He owns a ſtanding Rule in the Explication 
of the Scriptures, and bids us remember it, i. e. That 
* when two Texts do ſeem to contradict each other, 
* there muſt ſuch a qualified Senſe be found, for one 
of them, as is watrantable from Scripture, as can 
* make them conſiſt together, and as will nor impeach 

the Truth of the Author of thoſe ſacred Writings, | 
* There are many excellent Rules, not only applicable 
to this head of Argument, but many others, which, were 
they obſerved, wou'd put an end ro many perplexing 

Diſputes. There's a vaſt Difference between making of 
a Rule, and the obſervance of it: between 2 
uſefulneſs, to ſuch and ſuch Purpoſes; and the real Ap- 
plication of it to ſuch Ends and Uſes. The Rule this 
Gentleman has mention d, muſt be allow'd a very good 

one; but in his Application of it to ſome Particulars en- 
ſuing, he makes a mere Snare of it, to deceive incauti- 

ous Readers, and indeed quite perverts the genuin De» WW, i 
fign and natural Uſe of ir. The more effectually to ac- We, 
compliſh this End, P. 76. he lays down ſome Diſtincti- Ws, 
ons relating to the nature of Predictions : Some whereof Wy, 

* he calls Promiſſory ; others, Denunciatory: others, De- 

* cifive, or Teſtimonial: and laſtly he tells us, chere are Iz 
* allo Predictions Arbitrary, I had almoſt faid Decep- WW 

R rive. Ni 

His grand Contrivance in hammering out of rheſe Di» I 
ſtinctions, is ro accomodate them td his new-fangled 

Schemes; more peculiariy, ro ſupport the Notion of 
Deceprive Predictions, In times paſt, particularly. 


Bo CR 
+» bet Diſcovery of the new Diſpenſation, rhey war: 
ned the Legaliry of their Prerences of that Nature, 
pon the Veraciry of their Predict ons: they pretended 
none ot rheſe Claſſes of Diſtii ctions, but ever ap- 
eal'd to the Verity of the Event, as anſwering what 
n Predicted, to prove the Divinity of their Miſſion. 
ter repeated Diſappointments of their own and others 
pectation, (not one fingle Event ever happening, that 
hey can fairly prove, which anſwer'd in any Degree to 
he nature of rhe Prediction) they made a Virtue of Ne. 
ry: and we have the Epirome of Art, and may ſee what 
ut can do, to help ata dead Lift, and ſupport in an Exigency, 
the nice Contrivance of this Gentleman's Diſtinctions. 
Il for once appeal to their Conſciences, where there are 
v Wirnefſes, bur God and themſelves; whether they 
lid not once (at leaſt ſome of them) expect former Pre- 
ctons to come to paſs, as infallib'y, as thoſe they call 
Decifive or Teſtime nial now ? ] can't extort a Confeſſi- 
n from them, but urge them, as in the Preſence of God, 
)anſwer this Challenge to themſelves now, as rhey'll 
hope co do it with Comfort to their own Conſciences in 
ching Hour, and to the great God, at his impartial, 
mlighten'd Tribunal. And if our worthy Knight ever 
ut dut his ſecond Part, I ſhall expect his ſolemn An- 
wer,” I hope the Inferences that may be made from a 
Conceſſſon, in faveur of what I have declared to be 
vuly fact, (ſo far as Mens Words and Actions can be 
fepoled rhe Ilodex of their Minds) will by no means 
prove a Temptation to any, to forego the real Senti- 
ments and Convictions of their Hearts, meerly to ſupport 
a bleeding Cauſe, that is every Day gaſping for Breath: 
God forbid they ſhould, or that I uncharirably ſtould 
luppoſe they will: let us then wait for their final De- 
termmation. To go on. n 
To call a Prediction Arbitrary; and Deceptive, makes 
a Man look as if he fer up for a Deſpotick Power, in 
Atbitrary Expreſſions, and Deceptive Senſe, To coin 


Wie Diſtinctions, c. and to expect that the learned 


Vorld ſhou'd receive them, requires a great Reputation 
and Avrhority, and none bur ſuch, as ſuppoſe rhemſelves 
bquality'd, wou'd I think preſume to advance them. 


(48) 
This Gentleman has taken no ſmall Pains to ſhew hijngat 
the Oracle of Learning, (as I ſhall ſhew in due place 
and therefore I ſhall no farther diſſute the Liberty by 
takes, leſt he ſhou'd think I envy'd him, what 1 neuhe 

rend to, nor defire, ET 

What I wou'd preſs farther on this Occafion, is: Thar 
whatever Men permit of rhis Nature, yer none, I think, 
are willing to ſuffer an Invaſion on the Property d 
their Reaſon, by Men of the greateſt Character. Wha 
does this Gentleman mean then, when he talks of De. 
ceptive Predictions, of which he owns the holy S: irit o 
Truth to be the Author > Can any Man, rouch'd with à 
juſt concern for the honour of God, ſuppoſe any Sha 
dow of falfiry or deceit imputable to his holy Spirit, 
who is eſſential Truth and Purity? Ler God be true, and 
every Man a Lyar. | 

Some Predictions include in them a tacit Condition; 
unknown it may be to the Prophet, or the Parties con. 
cern'd in it; and yet upon the fulfilling of that Conditi- 
on, the Prediction deliver d in a pofitive Form, may 
not have an anſwerable Event, but ſtill the veracity of 
God ſtands firm and unſhaken. This is evident from the 
Caſe of Jonas, and the Ninevites, Men do, or may know 
ſcmething of God's Will, and their Duty to him: 
they comply and obey, he'll infallibly make good his 
Promiſes to them; if they rebel, he'Il moſt aſſuredly ex- 
ecute his Threats. God is as tender of his Promiſes 
made in his Word, as he is of any Minatory Prediction 
made by the mouth of his Prophets. Had God 
conſumed the Ninevites by Fire from Heaven, that real- 
ly repented, his faithfulneſs had nor been impleadable 
merely on that Account ; becauſe temporal Deliverances 
are not abſolutely promis'd to true Penitents, any farther 
than God thinks fir gracioufly ro indulge them, or for 
other wiſe Reaſons beſt known to, and worthy of him- 
ſelf ; yet he uſually beftows temporal Deliverances on 
ſuch. It's true, had not God ſaved the Souls of the truly 

nirent Ninevites, upon the ſuppoſition of their remporal 

ſtruction ; ſomething might reaſonably be objected 
againſt his Veracity. Men therefore knowing the Terms 
of God's Fayour and D.ſpleaſure; if he ſummon them 
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b Daty, by A poſitive Threatning, they have Enoou- 
ment to comply, whereby they ſecure their better 
and have ſufficient Gronnds of hope, that perhaps 
God may be pacify'd, and avert his temporal Judgments. 
Cod ever acts conſiſtent ro himſelf, and Word, tho' of- 
en ſeemingly otherwiſe to our narrow Thoughts, and 
ſhallow Capacities. He gives no Account ef any of hi: 
Matters; ſecret Things belong to him, what's reveal'd, to us. 
He has thoſe ſecret Reſerves we cannot Penetrate into; 
thoſe Heights we cannot reach; and thoſe Depths we 
have not Line enough ro fathom. Can we by ſearching 
fud out God 2 Can we find out the Almighty to Perfection? 
There's a Day coming in which he'll fully Vindicate 
limſelf in all Points to the World: in the mean while 
Jr the Majeſty and Authority of thoſe Expreſſions, keep 
us Modeſt and humble: and prove an Aw upon our 
wedleſs Curiofity, and bold Determinations concerning 
n. ay thing that may but ſeem to reflect the leaſt Diſhon- 
t&-W our upon any of God's glorious Perfections. Bur above 
ay all, let him that loves his own Soul's Peace, and eternal 
o &alvation, dread to build his new Hypotheſis, -or Diſpen- 
de fation,0n the Ruines of God's Sanctuary: to ftake down 
up of the divine Perfections, ro ſupport the Credit of 
I wy humane Devices, tho appearing under the greateſt 
us WF Semblance of Truth. | 
There are ſeveral Predictions in the Scriprures , 
es WJ whoſe Events ſeem to be of a very anibiguous Nature: 
n 
d 
. 


And ſome that ſpring many Difficulties that are not eaſily 

accounted for in the Solution; ſome obſcure Accounts of 

things may contribute to increaſe them, which God for 
e vile Reaſons may permit, to exercile our Faith and 
5 Tumilicy : bur we wretchedly pervert ſuch Deſigns, 
till we make them the Nurſeries of our Pride, that 
rents ir ſelf in bold Determinations, intrenching on the 
I purity of God's Truth; an Attribute fo infinitely dear 
o him. To return. 2 | | 
He tells us,p. 78. That God's firſt Denunciation made 
IIe Man: In the Day thou eateſt, thou ſhalt ſurely die, 
| Ms not underſtood by the Devil, Sc. in the ſenſe God 
If Uiefly intended it. I wonder how any Man dare ſo po- 
& ively determine of Matters ſo much beyond the Sphere 
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(6?) 
of his Capacity. But tho he will needs ſuppoſe the 
Devil ſuch a Block-head, yer when he ſhall e clear! 
How many Months this Block-head has chouſed, and 
wade an errant Fool of him, in prompting him to Sacri 
fice his Reputation to an obſtinate Humour; he ma 
poſſibly have a better Opinion of his own weakneſ 
aid the Serpent's Sagacity, and repent of his Prefumy 
tion ar bis letlure, 35 
He runs to the 17 of Biſhop Stillingfleet ant 
Grotius, as to a perfect Aſylum, p. 82, 84. though at: 
nother time, to ſerde a turn, he runs Reaſon and Lean 
ing down to nothing, whenever it calls in queſtion the 
Prophetick Spirit. Quotations are eaſily turn d and pe 
verted from the deſign of the Author, to ſupport the 
Cauſe of any Sophiſter: Thus Men are made to ſay an 
thing, even what they abhorr'd. I need not now al 
in Queſtion rhe faireft of his, Sufficient it is to m 
preſent Purpoſe, that whatever different Opinions learnet 
Men may have, about the nature of Predictions; y 
I'm confident none yer ever aſſerted, that falſity in th 
Event, was ever a proof of true Prophets; eſpecial 
when they themſelves appeal'd to the Verity of the 
vent, as a grand Teftimonial of their divine Miſſiot 
This his Party has done, over and over: And its i 
vain to patch up this Breach, with the rotten Notionse 
decemive Predictions; ſince the very Nature of Predictio 
implies Truth in Event. Now Deceprive Truth, is in effec 
downright Falſhood ; and Falſity and Truth about ti 
fame thing, at the ſame time, is Contradictio in termin, 
His Decifive Predictions, by which he prerends to 
determin'd, in reality I think I may now prove Dec 
tive Ones; however, I queſtion not to do it in a few Da 
more; and then it will appear, that all his critical Di 
ſtinctions were merely forced by Art, and contrivd 
dreed Confuſion, and gain time by tricking Delays. 
I menrtion'd a little above what Events they expect 
ed, Faſted and Prayed-for.in March: it carr eafil 
- jmagin'd, that rheſe formal Tranſactiors were only ol 
culared to bring to paſs. Dzceprive Predictiens: its 
they have natorioufly troved ſuch; but no doubt wW 
. Zepured them ro be of another Nature, when che) g 
V2 1 ; r. Ar Or G13 ta 4 10S 5447 ; 
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#4 apon their ſolemy Devotions: ihe beſt therefolÞ 
har can ke made of this Matter, in their Favouf, fs, 
tat they themſelves can't diftinguiſh, between Bedep⸗ 8 
the and Deciſive Predictions: With what Face chen can , 
tis Gentleman preſume to tell the World, what ate ſo, 
and what are nor :: Ek Siu] 
But how can we wonder ro ſee ,one make bold. with 
Men at this rate, while he dare torture and wiredraw, 
the Word of God; and banter and make ſport with his 
ancient ow 2 This he does to ſupport the Credit of 
the antick Geſticulations of his Pretenders ; and ro make 
good their Claim to real Inſpirations Ho; eful imploy ! 
Rare Entertainment for Wit, Parts, and Learning] See 
what ſport he makes with the Prophets, p. 43. for 
dare not make bold to repeat and deſcant upon it: on- 
ly hall obſerve, that as he often abuſes Scriprure, ſa. 
what he ſays of the Prophet I/azah there, is not warrant- 
ed by expreſs Scripture; bur is a jocular Inference of his 
own Deviſing. The Prophet did nor walk bare; as he 
tepreſents him in all probability: however, he has no ſure 
Grounds for ſuch a peremptory Concluſion ; much lels to 
mroduce ir, in ſuch a jocund, ridiculing manner, as any 
u that urn to the place may ſee he does. It ſeems too 
decent and ſcandalous a Poſture for a Prophet to ap- 
0 2 in: and ſcarce to be born for the ſpace of three 
Tears, in variety of Weather: A Day is put for a Tear 
ec in ſome Prophetical Places of Scripture; but a Year is 
"FF never, that I know of, put for a Day. To walk then 
aus naked ſo many Yeats, ſeems too Sbameful and Dan- 
Lberous to ſuppoſe, It's probable he walk d without his 
upper Garment, as Captives uſed to do, whole Caſe he. 
was to repreſent, as appears from Verſe 4. of the 2oth. 
Chapter of 1/a:ah, The word Naked is uſed, when the 
Party appear'd bur in pare withour his Garmerits: Thus 
David uncover d himſelf when he danced before rhe 
Ark, 2 Sam. 6. 20. Men are ſaid to be naked when ill- 
cloathed,Fob 22. 6. And when but in part, as Mout- 
ners anciently appear'd, 2 Sam. 15. 30: Theſe may be 
alow'd. rational Conjectures ar leaſt, that Iſaiah did tio 
walk pare, ag this Gentleman poſitively averrs he did. 
and this de does perieetly to ſerve af Hypothelis, ic 
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go Credit to the new Agitators ; though Im label 
man; Men have had their Backs bar d to ſhove a Cart ſor 
a far more venial Crime than that the French Pretenders 


have committed: And I doubt not, but all judicioug 


Perſons, in a very ſhorr time, will be convinced of ir, 
It has been the Opinion of ſome, that if an able Artiſt 
had ſcarify d the Shoulders of theſe French Pretenders, 
he had long fince cured the Convulſions of their Heads, 
Limbs, and Diaphragms. Some I knew repute all their 
Agitarions, voluntary and habitual; but for ought I know 
there may be fomething in them Supernatural. When 
any by Trick and Falſhood invite the Maſter of the 
Black Art, I doubt rot bur they may ſoon commence 
Artiſts, ſome what above the Power of Nature, and yet 
neither they, nor others, ſhall readily perceive it. Proper 
Methods uſed in time might have prevailed; nor do I 
think the Diſtemper now incurable, tho“ complicated 
and inveterate; for rough, reſolute Methods are of 
known Efficacy to break the power of confirm'd Habits: 
and Id hope that Evil Spirits can only work upon Volun- 
tiers. There are many other Scriptures that this Gen- 
rleman perverts: And if any would compoſe an Index 
Expufgatorius, on purpoſe to reſcue the Texts he has 
done Violence to, by falſe Gloſſes, Gc. he might do God 
and Man Juſtice: And fuch I bots will conſider of it, 
ro whom thar Province properly belongs. . 
I ſhall now confider, upon what a weak, uncertain 
Foundation this learned Gentleman builds his Argu- 
ments, ro convince the World his Prophets are ſent by 
God. Page 9. He owns ſome ar the firſt opening of 
their Mouths in Inſpiration, are as it were drunk with 
©the ——— ſo that they will ſpeak three or four Hours 
©*rbgerher ; and as they think, all under Inſpiration; 
© when this falls out, the Spirit in the reſt of the inſpir 
preſent, does immediately diſcover it, by their more 
* than ordinary Agitations, their publick Warnings, and 
© their Prayers. in behalf of the Perſon ſo inadvertently 
« Offending. © 3 
think his firſt Expreſſion is no where favour'd in 
Scripture, and is only applicable to ſuch as are intoxica- 
red With a Spitir of Error, I ſappoſe he may allude to 
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a Exprefion of the Apoſtle, Eph..5. 18. Be not drun 
15 Nine, wherein is Fe A 11 be 5 ed ih ohe 90 
[ ſuppoſe the Apoſtle here means, more the Gtaces =_ 
the Gifts of rhe Spirit. The new Pretenders are foi der 
af the propherick Gifts, than the ſaritifying Graces ; 
and fince they lay claim ro ſuch a 5 5 of the fot- 
mer, in their new Beginners, how comes it to paſs that 
they are moſt ſubject to err and miſtake > The natural 
effect of reduodancy, is ſtronger influence, which in the 
ale before us, ſhould end in greater Clearneſs and Per: 
ſpicuity; Where there are ſuch immediate liberal Ef- 
lions of the Spirit, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, as 
quick and full an Organization of Mens Capacities for a 
ſuitable receptivity. And by what parallel inſtance from 
the ancient Prophets, can they prove that a plenitude of 
the Effuſion of the Spirit, had ever any ſuch erroneous Ef- 
ſects ꝰ Indeed this new method they talk of, ſeems contra- 
ry to what we find it was formerly. God ſo ſpake to Sa- 
mul at firft, that he knew nor chat it was the Lord: 
And it is ſaid, Judg. 13. 24, 25. of Sampſon, That the 
child grew, and the Spirit ef the Lord began to move him 
a times : This ſeems to intimate, that the Motions wete 
gradual and progreſſive; not violent and inſtantaneous. 
And they themſelves have own'd, on other occaſions, 
wat the Spirit's proceedure has been more gentle and 
ſparing ; and P--ge was, and is, I believe, to this Hour, 
a ſtanding inſtance of ir, 

Bur if all this was otherwiſe, and as they repreſent it; 
at what great uncertainties are we left by their own 
Conceſſions > Extraordinary Agitatiqns, Warnings, and 
Prayers of other inſpir'd Perſons, notiſie theſe miſtakes 3 
Very well ! but was not theſe Novices once as ſubject 
to Error, as thoſe they now pretend to correct? What 
proof do the moſt conſummare of them give, that they 
ae under an infallible Direction? Don't croſs Events ro 
their moſt affured, decifive Predictions, frequently baffle 
their Prerenfions > Where were their Warnings, when 
they communicated a nororious Spirit of Error to their 


Birmingham Proſelytes > Where then was their Gift of 
Diſcerming of Spirits ? | 
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is to imſelf: b t. Þ have neither time not room co do d 
as; I ſhould; I ſhall; cherefore, brieffy touch upon twee 
Points, and leave chem and- many more to be diſcuſſeii be 
by ſuch as have more leiſure, What L have taken notice of 
of, is but as the Firſt- fruits * plentiful Harveft is #8 m! 
behind; and I hope ſome Reapers will appear. he 
Page 2. He'owns, the Canon of the Scripture to be dM 
ready compleat: Yet. p. 29. He lays; that the Everlaſting 
Goſpel was not yet revealed in full. Thefe Propoſitions 6 
are 4oysd]a, and can't ſtand together. He runs down ſa 


Reaſon and Learning in ſeveral places, and tramples conf be 
them like Dirt, when they offer to judge in the Caſe of 
the Prophets; but in defence of them, he brings all in 
by Head and Shoulders, and upon every occafion en 
deavours. moſt Oftentatiouſly to ſhew his Learning. It 
his marginal Notes he ſometimes takes to task che Tran 
flators; and cracks Criticiſms as frequently as a Beggat 
does Nits : They no doubt are often of excellent ule 
but he too often makes a piece of Pageantry of his Per 
formances in that kind; and is uſually more buſy with 
the Shell, than the Kernel of the Nut. See what Proof 
5 labours to dee his learning by his Terms of 4 
Ali ptes, Schenobates, Zeugma, Sc. p. 93, 194. Wit 
_ and Reading, Kerr A be ae like a Ship 
at Sea without Billaſt, fiercely driving before Enroclydon 
with all her Sails crowded; and cverſet ſhe muſt, 0 
bulge upon the Rocks or Sands. | 

Thus has this worthy Knight endeavoured to lik 
God's Church off her ſtable Baſis, ſupported by the 
four- ſquarc- Stages taken out of his moſt Holy Word 
to ſer her upon the tottering, unſertled Support of three 
French Bowling Stones, roll'd hither from the Cevennes 


by Vice and Neceſſity. 0 
Diruit, edificat, mutat Quadrata, Rotundis. pe 
St 


The Story he gives us to prove the Diviniry of the 
Diſpenſation, p. 103. ſeems odd and ridiculous. He 
gives us a proof of the Infpiration of a Prophet, by the 

Knowledge he appeared to have of an old Woman tha 
ame among them withgur a Smock: And ſome, 7 
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doobr, will make very carnal Reflections on ſuch a Lug 
fcrous Subject. This was a wonderful effort of Pro- 
pher New; and every Man that knows the Man, may 
bon be Maſter of his Character. I'll fer down another 
of the ſame Perſon's Adventures in a late excurſion he 
made, to execute ſome private Orders of the Spirit, as 


un afed to his Meſſage: The ſhort of which was, an Ex- 
hortation to the Duke to give God the Glory of his great 
Victories; and to acquaint him by a Premonition, that 
the great Stone- bridge he had built at Bi- with ſo. 


vonder of the Downfal. One in the Coach with the 


u Puke, adviſed the Prophet to go home, and Bleed and 
e Shave ; and ar parting, one of the Footmen gave him a 


- . 


fnendly caſt of his Office. 5 

Theſe Relations carry ſuch a face of comical Folly, 
and Weakneſs, as need no Reflections, but wbar muſt 
be obvious to every Reader; as muſt thoſe Paſſages he 
makes uſe of p. 105, about their Apirations ; where, 
ind bis Notes are very muſical, and full of ſweer-brearhing 


„Vibrations; he ng, 1 rhe Motions of their Breath 


off under choſe Operations, by Seconds and Semiquavers. 
There are many more Obſervables in that Page; and 
be concludes the Paragraph with one of the niceſt Com- 
putations in Nature, wherein I ſuppoſe him to have had 
the Advice and Aſſiſtance of a Mathemarician in Per- 
fection. We muſt not wonder to find him talk fo cri- 


knows, who have Agitations, he never ſaw above Three 
Perſons, whoſe Apitations were reſembled by any others. 
Such as have obſerved theſe Agitators, are Judges whar 
truth there is in this ſtrange Saying : Bar I fear ſuch as 
don't exactly underſtand pendulous Motions, and Semi- 
quavers, in /ow common Time, will ſcarce be admitted 
Ly him, as competent 2 of theſe nicer e 

| of © 80 


he pretended, In his Progreſs he met with the D. of 
M-gb in his Coach; he rides up to it, and with a tone 
„cf Auchority bids the Coachman ſtand, in the Name of 
nl God, The Summons was obey'd, and Audience vouch- 


much Coſt, ſhould ſhortly fall of ir ſelf: adding witha), 
dat the Strepgth of irs Compoſition would add tothe 


J ically, and pretend to ſplit Hairs mathematically, while | 
be affirms, p. 107, That in near Two Hundred that he 
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P. 89, 91: are ſtuff d with large Accounts of the 
Gifts of the Prophets: But ſuch as narrowly obſerve 
them, and what has been printed concerning their Be. 


haviour and Attempts, may eaſily be convinced what 


manner of Gifted Perſons they are. They affect moſt 
ſtudiouſly the Grace of Humility, and talk as if they 
were inveſted in the ſole Propriety of it: But ſuch ag 
know them inwardly ſee all the effect of Art and Force, 
and find ar the bottom of all their Prerences, moſt per. 
verie and inſolent Pride. As to the Gifts of Healing, 
all they ever attempted of that Nature, is ſo notori uſſy 
Scandalous, that it would make one of ordinary Mode. 
ſty bluſh, ro read or hear a Hiſtory of them; and make 
him wonder to think how low Humane Nature can 


j degrade it ſelf, in offering ſuch things to the World. 


That Story of the Boil, he mentions p. 112, 114. is 
mere Compound of Fancy, Deceit and Falſhood, as 
thoſe that fifred the matter, and were Spectators, have 
declared it. After a paultry Emiſſary of theirs, (wha 
no doubt came among them to get his Debts paid) had 
declared to the Wonder-worker, that the Work was 
done: The grand Operator comes and views it, and 
tells the Patient, ir was cured, and only wanted healing; 


ſo Dr. Emes apply'd a Plaſter, and finiſh'd all. The 
Patient, afcer his pretended miraculous Cure, took care 


to blazon it, till he was threatned to be called to an 
Account for publiſhing ſuch Impoſtures, which made 
him deſiſt: And there are ſhrewd Grounds to ſuſpect, 
that he was hirdd to trumpet forth the report of this 
Miracle. SA © 3 

The Account this Gentleman gives of his own mira» 
culous Cures; viz. of a violent Head · ach; a Hectick 
Fever; Rheumatick Pains; Stone, and a Rupture; 
come now under Confideration, as he deſcribes them 
from p. 110, to p. 113» where he muſters tip a Hoſpital 
of Dileaſes. . ' 2 a 

As to the Three firſt Diſtempers; as the Cure of 
them is leſs obvious to Mens Obſervation; fo likewiſe 
they being principally occaſioned by the Peccancy of the 


' F:uids of the Body, no Man, I think, that values bis 


Reputation, will venture peremptorily to declare, oy 
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Exper. Philoſ. gives an inſtance of a Man crippled with 
the Cout, who could ſcarce help himſelf on any occa- 
fon ; bur one Day being left alone in a Room, a Sow 
came in, ard ſmelling his Poultiſes, made at him to 
e them; the Man was ſo affrighred, as ro find his 
Legs and run away, A ſudden Fright, or a ſurprizing 
Fiece of good News, will put by a fir of an Ague, or 
the Tooth-ach, Who then can divine what ſtrange Al- 
terations may have enlued in the Spirits and Juices of 
this Gentlewan's Body, while he has been under ſuch 
rampant Motions of Fancy, and the expectation of the 
mighty things that ſhould come to paſs under che New 
Dilpenſation ? | 

Ide laſt inſtance of the Ruprure, is more open to 
new. But why did he not offer himſelf to the Probat? 
Panicularly to the Inſpection of Dr. L. -r; who, as he 
was firſt acquainred with the original Malady, was the 
moſt proper Judge of the Cure: This was demanded 
by ſome, bur ne'er comply'd with, and fo far it renders 
all ſuſpicious. He tells us, p. 111. Of this Diſtemper 
few can form 4 juſt notion, but the Phyſician, or the Per- 


jm that actually ſuffers it. It is cauſed by a rent in the 


Cawl, thro' which the ſmall Guts force into the Cavity of 
we Fad and for which there is ſeldom any Cure for grown 
een. . | a 
Tis true, few bur Phyſicians underſtand the Caſe; 
and it appears by this Gentleman's Deſcription of it, 


.thar all chat ſuffer it do not underſtand it: I'm ſure be 


does not. He ſhews himſelf little worthy cf the "—_ 
| | 0 
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of a Virtuoſo of a F. of theR. S. that ralks thus ignorantly g 
the Cawl, for which every Novice would laugh at him 
Let himiturn to Anatomiſts, and learn a better Defiti. 
tion of a Rupture. I took notice above, how he de. 
manded of che Author of the Reply, a Logical Definition 


of Deluſion: And here the Reader may obſerve bm 


giving an Anaromick Definition of Deluſion. 

The Omentum, call'd &Hraw, in Engliſh the Cawl, 
lies under the Peritonæum above the Inteſtines. Ir re. 
ſembles an Apron, whoſe End is turned up as high as 
the Girdle. It deſcends ſometimes as low as the 0; 
Pubis, which the Dilatations of the Productions of the 
Peritonæum caules ſometimes an Epiplocele, i. e. a Rup. 
rure of the Caw!l ; nor that the Cawl'is rent, but ſome 

rt of it falls into the Scretum. When the Membranes 
of the Peritonæum and its Proceſſes give way more, chere 
enſues an Enterecele, 1. e. a Burſtenneſs, whereby the 
Guts fall into the Scretum. The latter is the Diſtemper 
this Gentleman declares he labour'd under. If there be 
any Senfe then, in what he lays of the R-nt in the Cam, 


thro which the ſmall Guts force into the Cavity of the 


Belly; he muſt mean, that a Man in theſe Ci cumſtat- 
ces, if he ſtand on his Head, the Serotum will (hyvot her 
Luggage; and by a retrograde Motion, the Guts will 


revolve into the Belly, And it's poſſible, that the re- 


peared Trial of this Concluſion, may bring a Man's 
Guts into his Brains; and ſo his Notions may ſmeil as 
if they had paſs d the ReFum, The Abdomen, or Belly, 
15 the Natural Repoficory of the Inteſtines; how can 
they be faid ro be forc'd then into that Cavity preter- 
naturally? Or how can a Rent in the Caw! be ſuppo- 
ſed rhe formality of a Rupture, while the fall of the 
Cawl it ſelf. or Inteſtines, thro” a breach in the Peri. 
toncum, is the very Ratio formalis of a Rupture ? Ecce 
Vir walde Criticus! His own. words juſtify all I have 
ſaid on this occaſion; Which are as follow, p. 59, 60. 
Men occaſion offers it ſelf, it is a Debt due to Truth, 
to heep in order any aſſuming, poſitive Determiner, when 
be appears upon Paper, how ſafe ſoever he may think him. 
ſelf while in Cathedra, while there is no body to oppoſe 
him. 12. #555 1 4 
| Upon 
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Upon the whole, I think any may ſee the Inconclu- 
freneſs of his Arguments upon this Subject; that the 
ſucking of ſo much 'Mare's Milk, has made him fo 
mich in love with rhe Horſe- play of the Prophets, that 
lauge Doſes of Quinquina has brought him almoſt to 4 
Mgrim, He ſeems juſtly given up to a Spirit of Infa- 
tuation, e ven to expole his own Nakedneſs to the World, 
for ſipping the Prophets of the Lord, and forcing them 
to walk bare, meerly fo countenance the wild Frolicks 
n ad 
Since the Affair of the Prophets is brought ſo near its 
aft Teft, by the full grant of decifive Predictions, ſpe- 
cified- p. 87. I ſhall not demand a Criterion, how to 
judge of what are, or are not ſo; but will now de- 
pend upon their Vetacity and Ingenuity, to own they 
ſpake not from God, if the Judgments happen not by 
the 29th of April. Whoever reads p. 87, and Mr. Læeys 
Preface, to which it refers, will be ſure to paſs a harder 
Cenſure than that of Deluſion, upon all that ſtand our 
in defiance of this Trial, they themſelves having thus 
ſolemn y appeal'd ro ii. 8 

I ſhall now only make a charitable Motion, which I'd 
humbly propoſe to this Genrleman's Conſideration and 
Acceptance. Tis this in ſhort ; That the Seat with its 
Appertinances, which he mentions, p. 160. to have 
been the occafion of Vanity and Temptation to him, te 
aligned over to the Uſes of the Poor, till the Day of 
Dr. Emes's Reſurrection. He owns in the ſame place, 
that the inſpired Perſon reproved him for his love of the 
World, and ſaid, Know thou, that all that thou po. ſoft 
is but a Nothing before me. If now he believe ſo firmly 
as he pretends, the doctrinal and predictive Warnings 
of what he calls the Spirit; tis plain, this Propoſal can 
neither ſeem hazardous, nor any way diſagreeable, but 
prove highly conducive to the Honour and Intereſt of 
the Cauſe. The exerciſe of ſuch uncommon Faith and 
Charity, muſt needs wip very much upon the World; 
and he that fticks at no Pains to promote the Cauſe, will 
not refuſe ſare to play ſo eaſy and ſure a Game to gain 
it ſuch Authority. This will be ſuch an infallible Proof 
of the profound Humiliry and Self-denial of the Party, 

a 
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(60) 
as will convince Mankind, more than Volumes of Ac. 
counts of them upon Paper. Let this Propoſal then tang 
as a true Touch-ſtone to Sir R:chard's Faith; and when 
he complies, let him not doubt bur he'll find many more 
_ Believers. | 5 5 

Moſt Men, when ſevere Truths are told them in 
plain Engliſh, are too ready to ſuppoſe themſelves aby. 
ſed,” and complain to the World, they are nor treated 
like Gentlemen; nor conſidering, that good Behaviour 
better ſecures Repute and Civil Treatment, than any 
vain Titles of Honour; and that a Worm trampled on 
will, turn again. This Gentleman complains heavily, 
p. 99. That he was treated more Vilely than ever any Gen- 
tleman was in Print. I ſhall turn the Glaſs to him, to be. 
hold his own Complexion, to ſtop rhe Clamours of him 
and his Friends for ever, | 4 

P. 59. He bids one go and learn the Original Langua- 
ges of the Scriptures alittle better: And cenſures a whole 
Corporation of Men for not underſtanding the Critick of 
the Bible; by foiſting in an Anonymous Quotation to 
their Prejudice; only as it ſeems to throw the more 
Contempt upon the Perſon of his Adverſary. Tis rude 
to inſult a Man in his proper Province; and fooliſh to 
implead a whole Body of Men of Ignorance, of which 
none ever did, or it may be can, rake full Cognizance; 
and unjuft to load a Party with Opprobrium, for the 


ſake of a ſingle Perſon. P. 61, He charges him with, 


that worſe than Mahometan Error. Tis not eaſy to charge 
a Man with a worſe Crime, than thar of Idolizing and 
following a horrid Impoſtor ; bur to faſten ſuch a Guile 
upon any for Differences in leſſer Matters, is the reſulr 
of pure Spleen and Folly ; and expreſſes as much Weak- 
25 as Malice: 'Tis in effect to make all Faults alike ; 
the leaſt Offence a capital Crime; to cut off a Man's 
Head for raking the Wall of him. And I wiſh he him- 
ſelf is not ſo far a piece of a Mahometan, as to queſtion 
Chriſt's being a true Prophet; ſo far ar leaſt, as the de- 
fign of his Providence does not comport with his 
Schemes of the New Heavens and the New Earth, i. e. 
the New Diſpenſation. 3 7 62 
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5. 55. He thus expreſſes himſelf ; Ecre iterum Criſ 
ius, our Author of the Caveat, who upon theſe words 
tin Marion's Warnings, that the Gofpel is ſo ſpoiled, 
«25 that we muſt have it quite New, would fain con- 
dude him within the Apoftle's Anathema, as preach- 
ing another Goſpel, : But tis plain, a thing may be 

renewed, and yet continue the fame; the Ruſt, or 
(Filth, or whatever defiles it being taken off. yeah 
* This is Gentleman-like indeed ! To treat A Divine as 
f he were a Cobler, only ro cry up for an Apoſtle, a 
Moſs-Trooper { Bur no wonder is it, that he ſhould 
treat a Mefſenger ar that rate, while he abers a Wretch 
that reflects ſo vilely upon rhe Meſſage it ſelf. Had he 
rented his Blaſphemies in other Countries, they would 
have bored his Tongue : Bur he and his Accomplices 
re within the reach of a ſecret Anathema, that one Day 
dey may experience to their Sorrow. It's true, a thing 
+ MW may be renewed, and yet continue the ſame; but what 
| 


is quite New, {ure cannot be the ſame, If any attempt 
w ſpoil the Goſpel, and defile it with Ruſt and Filth; 
I know none that promiſe fairer for ir, than ſuch filthy 
Dreamers as St. Jude ſpeaks of; and thoſe, prophane 
vain Babblers St. Paul mentions ; whole words will eat 

25 doth a Canker, and increaſe to more Ungodlineſs: 
Again, p. 73. He charges him with ſo monſtrous a 
Crime, that in an affected fir of Modeſty, he calls upon 
' WI dthers to pur a name to it. Thus he labours to father 
Falſhood upon his innocent Brother, when in truth it's 
a Brat of his own begetring, laid at another's Door, as I 
declared occaſionally before: A Crime, no doubt, others 
will put a name to. And let me tell him, that many a 
Man has been toſs'd in a Blanket for a leſs Fault than 
he has commirred, in ſpreading Reports ſo Injurious ro 
more than one; beſides the addition of many other moſt 
uncharirable Offices, that he has thought fic ro make 
uſe of, ro do the more Miſchief on this occafion, 7? 
He reflects upon another with an Air of Scorn and 
Diſdain, p. 64. calling him a FaRory-Chaplain ; and 
upbraiding him for reading the Mahometan Scriptures, 
the Aleoran, and for his neglect in reading ours. It 
looks little, and is a Sign of a narrow Soul, to reflect 
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upot any Man's honeſt Vocation, eſpecially upon the 
diſcharge of the ſacred Function, in any Capacity, Fo. 
reign or Domeſtick. Thar Man muſt be very fond ct 
letting the World know his Title, that will write hin, 
ſelf Baroner, after ſaying ſuch mean Things, as no Man 
can ſay, and deſervingly ſubſcribe himſelf Gentleman; 
The great Crime this Gentleman was guilty of, he de. 
clares to be, his Preaching before the Judges, the Danger 
of Uninſpired Prophets. f confeſs this is Provocation e- 
nough ro the Champion of ſuch kind of Prophets to 
fall foul on him for conſulting Mahomer too much, who 
probably might ger thereby a fuller inſight into the Me. 
thod of Impoſture. 1 5 

P. 89. He bids another go read his Bible better, G. 
And Page 83. He accuſes the Author engaged in the 
preſent Controverſy of putting in Print Prattle for Au- 
ments, and tells them, they have done wiſely therefore ty 
conceal their Names. He reads his Bible ſure to better 
Purpoſe, who learns Humility, and his Duty, than he 
that grows Proud and Giddy, with miſtaken Notions of 
Prophecy, Sc. And the time haſtens on apace, when 
Prattle may appear more innocent and uſeful, than ſome 
Mens ſpecious Arguments. When Men have pur them- 
{elves in the Pillory to do Penance, as long as Men have 
Eyes to read, or Brains to confider ; it's a tranſcendent 
piece of Wiſdom, no doubt, to take care to publiſh their oun 
Names! The Law or Cuſtom in this Caſe injoins the 
poſting up of an Account of the Criminal's Offence, as a 
part of his Puniſhment. But he is guilry of Works of 
Supererrogarion in this kind, that voluntarily ſets to his 
own Name, Cou'd we ſuppoſe it done deſignedly, 0 
take che greater Shame to himſelf, we might think he 
had really a Diſpoſition to act that Humility and Sell. 
denyal, he delights to talk of ſo much. But what he 
ne er intended; it's likely, a wiſe and juſt Providence 
may ſuperintend, ro his own Glory, the Honour of real 

Reſig on, and the Shame of ſuch as boldly provoke him. 
Theſe are ſome Specimens of his Methods of rreaung 
others; many more at every turn occur in his Papers: 
but theſe, I think, are ſufficient to fatisfie any fair Neu- 
tral Perſon, that the Lea Talionis is not eaſilj tranſgrelss 
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in writing againft him. I have treated him no where 
„ char [ know of beneath bis real Character, and I'm ſure 
MI have often enough. ſtiled him Gentleman. | | 
o draw now towards a Concluſion; I ſhall rake the 
: lhe of addrefling my ſelf more ſeriouſly to three ſorts 
.8 01 rerions. 1 

1. To the Leaders of the Prophets. Make now a 
„ fand, and wiſely conſider, what you have hitherto been 
Wl doing What are the Fruits and Effects of all your Pre- 
o ences, bur pure miſtake, and perfect Confuſion? And 
o bow can you propoſe ro go on, bur your Caſe muſt grow 
. worſe and worſe 2 You are Gentlemen of Parts and 
Learning, and ſome of you have had a Repure for Reli. 
„zoon. Play chen the part of Chriſtians, ar leaft of Rati- 
e onaliſts ; and don't Sacrifice all wilfully to an obſtinate 
„Humor. Miracles and Predictions have notoriouſly fail'd 
„ou, upon which you know in your Conſciences (if you 
will bur look ſolemnly inward, and upward to the All- 
- d, Eye above) you refted the main weight of your 

ule, 


1 The Criſis ro. your firſt Decifive Prediction comes 
e ſwiftly on, as flying upon the Wings of the 
„ Wind. Methinks I ſee the Dawns of the April 29. 
e aft Morning, and the Twilight of its Even- 
ing, when your Propherick Sun muſt fer, and ne'er more 
n —_ ro ſhew its Face in this Hemiſphere, Methinks I 
ee Mankind on Tip-toe, gaping and expecting the De- 
dline of che laſt Day; and the World ready to take our 
of Y 2 Statute of Bankrupt againſt your Reputation. Be per- 
j ſwaded then wiſely to manage the laſt Stake : Matters 
o Yet are not quite Deſperate. Preſumpruous Rebellions 
je perſiſted in, cannot conſiſt with Chriſtian Sincerity, tho 
. humane Infirmities very well may. An honeft Hearc 
e may be deluded, but never can adhere to open Impoſture. 
-e | Chriſtians have a Mantle of Charity and Oblivion, to 
al draw over the former; and God, whoſe nature is Love, 
n. readier to forgive ſuch Errors, than any can be to ask. 
8 | Bur the latter perſiſted in, is an open Declaration of War 
s: Againſt God and Man, and ſuch a perverſeneſs will be 
ſure one Day to meer with its juſt Retrihution. 
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tes roagh Work, I grant, to corrupt Nature; to ki 
dle it ſelf, and take Shame, though on a juſt Occaſion: 
but remember, the more Difficulty, rhe more real Hon: 
our is to be got by the „ — Convince the 
World at laft that you are abſolute Maſters of that Hy. 
mility, you have ſo long talk d of; and that you haye 
the trueſt Courage in the World, even to look ſhame full 
in the Face, (more formidable to ſome, than Death i 
ſelf) to honour the more your great Lord ard Maſter, 
Remember his heroick Example; implore, and depend 
upon his Faithfulneſs, and Aid; and then you'll ne er 
turn your Backs. in the Day of Battle. Many a Tug 
muſt we have with our vain Hearts to fubdue their Re. 
luctancy, but the Crown of Victory, will infinitely 
compenſate all hard Pulls. Know, it's yet in your Power 
to do God, the World, and your ſelves Juſtice; to hon- 
our him more, for ought I know, than ever you have 
diſhonour'd him; and ſhame urterly all! the Powers of 
darkneſs. Time is very precious, but Opportunity is 
more ſo: Leaves may remain, when the Flower is 
cropped. If youdon't yield at the Period of Six Months, 
all honeſt Men will ſay you are Cheats and Impoſtots 
They'll think (as well they may) that Principles of Ho- 
neſty and Integrity will, where- ever they are, work ſui- 
tably: They take the good old Proverb for a ſtanding 
Rule; That every honeft Man is as good as his Word, - 
Shall it ever be ſaid of Sir Richard, or Mr. Lacy, that 
they any way diſown'd'what they publiſhed to the World? 
or refuſed to make good the moſt ſolemn Promiſes un- 
der their own Hands ? Sir Richard owns, p. 87. That the 
public Atteſtations of Almighty God from Heaven, ' which 
are to come within Mr.1.acy's Six natural Months (and are 
confirm d by Six or Seven other Perſons under Inſpiration) 
are Deciſive, as are thoſe Pre dictions of the raiſing of the 
dead Body of Dr. Emes upon the 25th of May, Ly which 
the Truth of the Prephets e Mr. Lacy's Words are 
theſe, in his laſt part of Warnirgs, p. 8. F within Six 
Mont hs now to come, © the mighty Power of God does not at- 
teſt, they were from him; I ſhall befere all the World ac- 
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The genuine meaning of theſe Expreſſions are as 
l and evident as words can expreſs any thing: And 
F theſe Gentlemen don't fairly quit the French Faction; 
in Caſe of failure of the Judgments, within the compaſs 
of the Six Months predicted ; they itrepatably expoſe 
the Honour of their Faith and Sincerity to the vileſt 
Reproaches. Well-deviſed Diſtinctions, and ſubtle Pre- 
yaricarions, can't here take place with any Countenance ; 
if any ſuch Apologies are produced on their behalf, rhe 
World will ſay, you have abandon'd all common Princi- 
15 of Honeſty, and are now on ſtudy ing the Art of 

ricking. ' 

The Setting Facts paſt, the ſtraipe Turns ſome- 
times given to Circumſtances of Actions, and the cun- 
ning Evaſions made on many occaſions by ſome among 
jou, has made many queſtion your Sincerity, and ſup- 
pole your Memories not fo bad, as your Inventions are 
good. Take heed of acting any thing of this nature at 
this critical Juncture. The moſt affecting Paſſages in 
dir Richard's Papers, are thoſe mentioned from p. 95, to 
p. 104, They are ſo ſoletnniy uſher'd in, and avow'd as 
real Facts, that I dare nor, I confeſs, but give ſome 
credit ro them; and if they are true, I think them clear 
Indications of the Influences of ſupernatural Powers. 
But till, alas! they are no Proofs in favour of the De- 
ſign, for which they are mentioned, vi. ro evidence 
Divine Inſpiration. What evil Spirits may know of this 
nature, no Mortal can abſolutely determine; but I doubt 
not in the leaſt, but they may know much more than 
is there repreſented. I'm perſwaded, that fond Conceit 
jou have all along entertained, of the Ignorance of evil 
Spirits, in reſpect ro the knowledge of your Thoughts, 
has led you into, and ſtill keeps you faſt in the Snare 
that has ſo long entangled you. To prove that they 
could not * with our Thoughts, Bhs been the la- 
bouring Oar that has often been put upon you, but you 
have ever declined the diſcufling of that matter, ever 
tunning away with the Preſumption, that God only 
knows rhe Thoughts. He indeed 1s properly the Knower 
of the Heart in the firſt eruprions of the Thoughts; bur 
the Species painted on Fancy, no doubt are within the 
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ken of evil Spirits. We may think Devils ignoray Min 
Beings, bur they know us ro be ſuch; and make ng 
{mall Advantage of our fond Suppoſals of their Igno- i of 
rance, as is moſt apparent in the many Fallacies you iſ or 
have ſuffered them to pur upon you. | Wc 
Be content, ar laſt, with the plain, ſure way of go: MW wi 
ing ro Heaven, Cry nor for the Stars, like Children; Wh 
| expect not extraordin?ry Revelaticns. Say WW thi 
Rem. 10. not in thine Heart, Who ſtall aſcend into Ml thi 
6, 7, 8. Heaven ? (that is, to bring Chriſt down from 

HET above) or, Yho ſhall deſcend into the deep? C 
( that is, to bring up Chriſt again from the dead.) But Wa 
what ſaith it The Word is nigh thee, even in thy muth C 
and in thy heart: that is the word of Faith which we W th 
preach, &c. Above all things dread, as you love your II 
Sou's, all Compariſons of any Novel Tranſactions, with I a 
any thing recorded in Sacred Wrir, You need not add I 
that inſult to a'l the reſt; the Impious moſt blaiphe- Iſ r 
mouſly have done that already to your Hands. If you fl 
have net utterly eraced all Principles, reſume ſober Ill ; 
Thoughts; act ſome ſpark of Ingenuity ; frankly, o- 
penly, fully confeſs your Error; and return, after all . 
your excentrick Motions, once more into the Boſom of I 1 
rhe Church, your Mother, where you may expect a WW 
hearty welcome. Agitate on no farther, left you com- 
mence Sectarian Agitators, and your Memories be 
handed down to Poſterity, as the Eſtabliſners of a Set I 1 
of more violent Quakers. I befeech you, 1 conjure | 
you, by all that's Civil and Sacred, by all that's dear 
to you, now and for ever, act with the deepeſt Sin- 
eerity, as you hepe to anſwer it with Comfort, at the 
Great Day, before the whole World. 
2. To Scepticks, Deiſts, c. Don't fondly imagine 
o Eftabliſh the Fovndaticns of Your Cauſe vpon the 
Rvines of the New Prophets Pretenſions: If you do, 
know you build bur Caſtles in the Air; that will ſhortly 
tumb'e vpon your Heads, and finally bury you in the 
| Rubbiſh, You may for a while- rufflle and ſwagget; 
fo will errant Cowards upon every little ſeeming ad- 
vantage; often have you been fairly beaten out of rhe 
Field, bur uj on every little occaſion, you are ready 
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ut id rally; and triumph before an Engagement. How 
na cou'd there be Baſtardy, if there was no Inſtitution 
0. of Marriage? Can there be Copies without Originals? 
on or Counterfeits without ſome Realities > Don't ſalſe 
cCoiners imitate the nobleſt Metals? Or do Clippers 
0. work upon any thing but Gold, or Silver 2 Be athamed 
then to argue thus Mechanically, if you wou'd retain 
the Character of ſuch mighty Reaſoners as you expect 
the World ſhowd ever allow you. | 
That Revelation you affect to run down, by your little 
Contrivances, predicts frequently the Riſe of many 
falſe Prophets: and their Appearance, and Fall, is the 
Completion of Prophecy, and is as a Seal put to it, by 
the Hand of Providence, the more fully to rarific its 
Divine Authority. The Scriprures point both at you 
and them ; and the Errors of Hereticks, as well as of 
Deceivers, are a continual laſting Proof of their Divini- 
e- W ry. They tell us of ſome, that ſay, Lo here is Chrif, 
uo le is there: others again, that ſay, where is the pro- 
er Wl miſe of his coming? And when the Son of Man comes, 
- foal he find faith upon Earth? Theſe are Predictions now 
sea Tirtle fulfilled ; your Infidelity is a moſt cogent 
of WU Proof of their Veracity: talk therefore no longer at this 
a WW lewd rate, left you pur a Sword into your Adverſary's 
„Hands. If you have bur a Spark of Charity, I'd almoſt 
e ſad of Humanity left, you can't but regard the Narra- 
r tives Sir Richard gives you from P. 93, ro P. 104. which 
e be aſſerts to be real Facts, after moſt ſolemn Appeals, 
rand the moſt awful Imprecations. If you can believe 
- bim, disbelieve if you can the World of Spirits; for 
e tizre's enough, I think, to convince any Sadduce, 
3. To Real Chriſtians: That they take heed of run- 
e ing roo deep into mechanical Principles, leſt they let 
e ip ſome Occaſions, a kind Providence may defign them, 
", I do ſtrengthen their Faith in the great Realities of the o- 
ther World. No Man's Faith is ſo ſtrong, but that at 
lome time he may need Collateral Evidences to ſtrengthen 
it: when the Wiſdom of Providence puts ſuch Occafi- 
ens into our Hands, it can be but Pre ſumption in us, to 
light and neglect them. Let us heartily Piry, and Pray 


or the Det uded, and the moſt Qbſtinate: Ler us lee our = 
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1 
owh Weakneſs in theirs, io adore God's Grace; td if 
rove our Faith, Humylity, Charity, and Dependane 
- this ſtrange Diſpentation, Let ſuch as ſtand take be 
leit they fall; let us noi he high. minded, but fear, Whil 
others are taken up with Amuzements about pretend 
Miracles and Judgments; ler us take heed we overloe 
not the rea! Miracics of God in his Deliverances of afir 
ful People: while ſome breath Fire and Briniſtone; 4 
us in Prayer and Thankſgiving, for ſurpriſing Mercie 
There's-a Dey coming, when Charity will be preferab 
to the Gift of Tongues and of Prophecy; to the undei 
ſtanding of all Myſteries, and all Knowledge : Whenth 
avoiding the Wrath of God, ſhall be eſteem'd berre 
than the Krowledpe, what time it fhall fall. In the! 
terim, amidſt all the ſhakings and Convulſions of Perſo 
Families, and Nations; let us be praying, chat the Defit 
ot all Nations may come: thac God wou'd bring Gag 
our of Evil, and Order ont of Confuſion: and that 
more vigorous ſtirrings of the Powers of Darkneſs ma 
end in their greater Downfal. May we be panting 
ter that one bright and eternal Day, when Sin and Sa 
row ſliall be no more; when Strife and Variance, E 
ror and Leceit, ſhall have an end; and God fhalbY 
All mall, Let all that believe, and look for the comi 
of che Saviour of the World, ſay Amen; even ſo, con 
Lord Jeſns, come quickly, Amen. 120 
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Reply to the Main Argument in à Paper, Entitul 
An Impartial Account of the Prophets; in a Lets 
to a Friend. agu. | 
An Appeal from the Prophets to their Prophecies ; ef 
dexcing the Diſpenſatiou they pretend to be of the ſame Sta 
and Authority w.th their Prediction. * 
An Account of the Liuel and Behaviour of the Tl. 
French Prophets, lately come out of the Cevennes and L 
guedoc; and of the Proceedings of the Conſiſtory of the 
roy, in Relation to them. Wherein alſo ſeveral of She 


fjidavits* in the Cry from the Deſert are briefly confiden 
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